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SECTION I  

Catholicism and the Occult 





The New Testament tells us a surprising thing, 

right at the beginning of the story of Christ (Mat-

thew 1:18-2:12). It tells us that three wise men— 

Magi—followed a star to Bethlehem where they 

found the newborn Jesus. In order to do so, they 

had to first pay a courtesy visit to Herod, the gov-

ernor of Palestine, who then ordered the massa-

cre of all firstborn Jewish males in order to ensure 

he killed the newborn Jesus and thus prevent the 

young Messiah’s ever taking power. 

The Massacre of the Innocents is not a story 

that is usually told at Christmas. We see the  

Magi—whom tradition has named Melchior, 

Balthazar, and Casper—bringing gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh, and sometimes we are 

told that they are three “kings.” They could not 

be kings in the normal sense, as they did not  

travel with a large retinue but seemed to make the 

journey (from the “East”) with a few possessions 

and perhaps a few servants but nothing more. We 
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are not told what kingdoms they represented. We 

are told very little, actually, and at the end of their 

visit to the manger they make their departure se-

cretly, avoiding Herod and his intrigues. 

These three kings are an anomaly in the story 

of Jesus. It only appears in the Gospel according 

to Matthew, and not in any of the other Gospels. 

There does not seem to be a precedent for this in 

other Jewish traditional literature, since these 

kings were obviously not Jewish but foreigners 

who came from a land to the east of Palestine; 

Persia, perhaps, or Babylon. That they followed 

a star is evidence of their ability in astronomy  

but also their belief in astrology, because for 

them the appearance of the Star in the East had 

meaning. Astronomers—like all scientists—do 

not deal in meaning, but in phenomena. Astrol-

ogy—like the other occult sciences—is an at-

tempt to assign meaning to phenomena. 

While astrology may be considered divina-

tion and therefore something proscribed by Jew-

ish tradition and law, there is evidence that the 

Jews did practice a form of astrology themselves. 

The Bible is full of references to “signs in the  

heavens,” which could mean anything from the 

appearance of comets to the more familiar con-

junctions and oppositions of astrological lore. 

In either case, “signs in the heavens” indicates 
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that the motions of the heavenly bodies were 

considered meaningful: messages to the deni-

zens of the earth from spiritual forces capable of 

communicating with humans using the very 

broad canvas of the heavens themselves. 

The Bible has other tales of the occult, sprin-

kled here and there throughout the Old and New 

Testaments, but usually with words of oppro-

brium. There is the famous tale of the Witch of 

Endor, who caused the ghost of Samuel to appear 

to King Saul on the eve of battle (Samuel 28:4-

25). There is the injunction against the occult in 

the commandment: Thou shalt not suffer a witch 

to live (Exodus 22:18). And there is Jesus himself 

raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1–44), 

and performing exorcisms and doing other mi-

raculous things which, if they were performed by 

any person today, would be considered witch-

craft, magic, or demonstrations of occult powers. 

Thus, the Christian Scriptures attest the 

Church’s occult foundations. In the Gospel ac-

cording to Luke we see Jesus saying, “Rejoice not 

that the spirits are subject unto you,” thus imply-

ing the power of His followers over all the spiri-

tual realms (Luke 10:20). Before Jesus begins his 

ministry, Satan tempts him in the desert, demon-

strating his power over the material worlds; and, 

in another episode, Jesus himself turns to St. Peter 
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and tells him, “Get thee behind me, Satan!” 

(Matthew 16:23). Oddly, Catholic tradition has 

it that St. Peter was crucified upside down; today, 

the inverted cross has become a symbol of . . . 

Satanism. 

While Catholic priests are believed to have 

spiritual power over ghosts and demons—every 

Catholic priest has been ordained first as an ex-

orcist—the use of occult powers has usually been 

considered closed to the priesthood and to lay-

people alike. The only ones using occultism and 

magic have been the heretics, the blasphemers, 

the so-called witches and sorcerers: people who 

are, by their very nature, believed to be on the 

side of the Adversary and opponents of the 

Church. 

Indeed, in the eighteenth century, this general 

indictment of occultism, occult groups, and se-

cret societies was extended to include the Freema-

sons. For centuries, it was forbidden for Catholics 

to join the Masons, and for good reason: during 

the heyday of the Order in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries, the Freemasons were ac-

tively involved in efforts to curtail the Church’s 

secular power in Europe, from the Carbonari in 

Italy to the revolutionists in France . . . up to and 

including Masonic intrigues against British impe-

rial power in India. Even as late as the 1970s, a 



7  PAPAL MAGIC 

Masonic lodge calling itself Propaganda Due or 

P2 was at the heart of the Vatican banking scandal 

in Italy. P2 was also involved in anti-communist 

intrigues, including assassinations, in the rest of 

the world. 

But was the Church itself entirely blameless 

when it came to conjuring demons, working 

magic, and casting spells? It is rumored that the 

largest collection of occult works in the world is 

to be found at the Vatican library. Are they there 

as curios, rare and valuable tomes to be consulted 

by Catholic scholars carefully vetted by the Holy 

See? Or did they once have a more . . . utilitari-

an . . . purpose? 

Included in this book is one of the more in-

famous grimoires—or magical workbooks— 

known to three centuries of ceremonial magicians 

throughout the Western world. Considered by 

some to be the most demonic of all occult texts, 

its authorship is attributed to a Pope. While 

scholars contend that the Pope in question had 

nothing to do with it, they miss the most im-

portant point of the text: that it is a manual to 

be used by a Catholic priest. And therein lies a 

tale. 

For the first three hundred years of Christian-

ity, the Church met in secret. It is well known 

that Christians were persecuted by the Roman 
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Empire—the image of the followers of Christ 

being thrown to the lions in the Coliseum is fa-

miliar to every schoolchild. Thus, in order to 

worship in safety, these early Christians met at 

night in cemeteries and catacombs. Today, if we 

came across news of a religious cult meeting un-

der those circumstances, we would immediately 

think of “satanism” or “devil worship” or even 

“witchcraft.” 

In India, cults that met at night in cemeteries 

were known to be practitioners of Tantra: most 

particularly a form of Tantra outlawed by conser-

vative Brahmins and that involved violating some 

of the basic precepts of Hindu religious law, in-

cluding drinking alcohol, eating proscribed meat 

and grain . . . and sex with a partner to whom 

one is not married. To the pious Hindu, what was 

taking place in the cemeteries was tantamount to 

a “Black Mass,” as it would be understood by a 

Catholic: a reversal of values in acts of blasphe-

mous ritual that was intended to act as a kind of 

“shock treatment,” causing the participants to see 

reality through different eyes. Sometimes, there 

was a political element to the Black Mass: a de-

nial of the authority of the Catholic Church in 

matters both secular and sacred, which may or 

may not have had its analogue in the rites of Tan-

tra. At other times the Black Mass itself was seen 
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as an instrument of power, the ultimate magical 

act: an act of congress with dark powers through 

the manipulation of Catholic symbols and rituals 

towards other ends: like channeling nuclear en-

ergy away from peaceful uses and making a nu-

clear bomb. 

Is there a tradition of occult practice among 

Catholic clergymen, or do the isolated docu-

mented instances of sorcerers and magicians 

within the Church’s hierarchy merely represent 

anomalies, random personalities and events that 

have nothing to do with Catholic belief or an un-

derground cult within the Church? Of course, 

the Church would have us believe the latter: a 

few bad apples, like the convicted pedophile 

priests of the last few decades. But what if the 

practice of occultism could be traced far up the 

hierarchical ladder, to bishops, perhaps cardinals, 

and maybe even a Pope or two? What would that 

say about the nature of religion, religious institu-

tions, spiritual vocations, and faith itself? 

Indeed, what would it say about magic? 

That there were many ecclesiastical personalities— 

some of them quite famous—who were also oc-

cultists is a fact known to historians but largely 

unrecognized outside academia. Bishop and Saint 

Albertus Magnus (1193–1280), the mentor to St. 
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Thomas Aquinas, was an occultist, alchemist, 

and magician. Abbot Johannes Trithemius (1462– 

1516), a famous occultist and head of the Abbey 

at Sponheim in Germany, can also be considered 

the father of modern cryptography: the science of 

code-making that he invented in order to keep his 

occult writings safe from prying eyes. He was a 

friend and correspondent of the famous magi-

cian Cornelius Agrippa (1486–1533), whose Three 
Books of Occult Philosophy are a classic in the 

literature. 

And then there was Marshall Gilles de Raiz 

(1404?–1440). A French nobleman and military 

man, a once-pious follower of St. Joan of Arc 

into battle, he descended into black magic and 

madness, holding Black Masses at his castle in 

the French countryside and murdering and muti-

lating village children in his satanic rites in a 

desperate effort to unlock the secrets of the Phi-

losopher’s Stone, some say, and thereby fend off 

bankruptcy . . . and assisted in all this by an 

apostate Catholic priest. He and his priest and 

another assistant were executed in 1440 after a 

lengthy trial in which the details of their hideous 

crimes were documented. 

Is it so difficult to believe that Catholic priests 

and bishops may have been involved in occult 

practices? As one edition of the Grimoire of Pope 
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Honorius reminds us, Jesus informed his follow-

ers that “what you seal on earth shall be sealed 

in heaven,” thus giving his Church enormous au-

thority over the spiritual realm. If a priest has the 

power to cast out demons during the rite of exor-

cism, doesn’t that imply an equal ability to sum-

mon them? How many priests of the past two 

thousand years would have been able to resist  

the temptation? It is said that Father Urbain 

Grandier, the priest at the center of the famous 

case of demonic possession known as the Devils 

of Loudon, had signed a pact with the Devil him-

self. In fact, a copy of this pact exists, signed in 

Grandier’s blood, and has been reprinted in many 

books on satanism and demonolatry. 

When Satan confronted Jesus in the desert, he 

offered him the world. Indeed, Satan is often ac-

knowledged as the “lord of this world”: the world 

of material things, of the passions, of the non-

spiritual. This is why Faust, in the famous legend, 

sells his soul to Mephistopheles for twenty-five 

years of youth and wealth: the things of this 

world in exchange for the one “thing” over which 

Satan has no dominion, the human soul. 

In the famous Mass of St. Secaire—as de-

tailed in Sir James Frazer’s The Golden Bough— 

peasants in the Gascon region of France would 

sometimes prevail upon a priest to kill a man 
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through the offices of the Liturgy. A Mass would 

be said—backwards—in a ruined church or other 

desolate place, ending on the very stroke of  

midnight. A black Host would be used, trian-

gular in shape, and other abominations would 

ensue. The person for whom this Mass was “cel-

ebrated” would slowly die of a withering-away 

disease. 

Frazer also speaks of the Mass of the Holy  

Spirit, a Mass so powerful that God would grant 

any wish to those who had this Mass said for 

them. In the same breath, he speaks of the belief 

some French peasants have in the ability of priests 

to prevent storms and to exert other powers over 

nature. 

Thus we have the popular belief that priests  

have some occult power. This power is trans-

ferred through the laying-on of hands in the ordi-

nation ceremony, which is itself considered an 

occult act. The phenomenon of chirothesy was a 

ritual performed by the Pope to heal the sick by 

the laying-on of hands. Actually, no fewer than 

three Popes were believed to have been involved 

in occult practices, including Silvester II (pontifi-

cate 999–1003), John XXI (1276–77), and Bene-

dict XII (1334–42). Silvester II, as an example, 

had acquired several important astronomical 

treatises in Arabic and is reputed to have studied 
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occult lore while still a young man in Seville, then 

under the control of the Caliphates. He was said 

to be in possession of a miraculous talking head, 

among other novelties. 

The document we will examine here, how-

ever, is attributed to Pope Honorius III (1216–  

27), a man of unquestioned faith and devotion to 

the Church and its principles. In fact, Honorius 

III was a tireless opponent of heresy and was in-

strumental in the repression of heretical move-

ments such as the Cathars and Albigensians in 

the south of France, and a supporter of Simon de 

Montfort, the notorious scourge of heretics and 

military commander of the anti-Cathar crusade. 

Most commentators believe that attributing a 

sorcerer’s workbook to Honorius III is nothing 

more than a kind of sick joke at the Pope’s ex-

pense, perhaps the creation of a writer from the 

Languedoc who held Honorius III responsible 

for the excesses of his champion, Simon de 

Montfort, and the consequent loss of his lands 

and family at the hands of that vicious crusader; 

at best, the Grimoire of Pope Honorius III may 

only represent a confused association with an-

other grimoire, the Sworn Book of Honorius, 
a book that may have been written at the time 

Pope Honorius III was alive (suggestions as to  

the book’s antiquity range from the twelfth to 
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the fourteenth century). While Honorius III was 

a prolific author of theological texts, there is no 

evidence that he had anything to do with either 

grimoire, and yet . . . 

The prologue to the Sworn Book states that 

the Church had gone on something of a crusade 

against the magicians, and that the magicians 

held a secret council to determine what to do 

and elected one Honorius as their leader. Hono-

rius then compiled the Sworn Book from a com-

pilation of other magical texts, but secured with 

a set of laws that the magicians would be forced 

to obey before they could use the material. Thus, 

the “Sworn” Book. 

There were actually Church councils convened 

at various times to prohibit the practice of oc-

cultism. Among these were the Council of Agde 

of the Languedoc in southern France, in 506, 

which pronounced sorcerers (and vampires!) ex-

communicated. There were further such coun-

cils, such as the Council of Orleans in 541 and 

the Council of Narbonne in 589, all towards the 

same general end of fighting the sorcerers. From 

this short list we can see that the struggle be-

tween the Church and the magicians has been 

going on for quite some time (especially in France!). 

In addition, we have anecdotal evidence of indi-

vidual priests being censured—or worse—for in-
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volvement in the occult arts, such as Father Pierre 

Aupetit of the town of Fossas in Limousine, who 

was burned at the stake for performing the Black 

Mass; and Father William Stapleton, who was 

arrested as a magician in England during the 

reign of Henry VIII. 

Indeed, the Knights Templar—no strangers to 

the crusades or the exotic mysteries of the Mid-

dle East—themselves were accused of devil-wor-

ship and all kinds of blasphemous and heretical 

acts. The day of their arrest throughout Europe 

is still remembered today, for it fell on Friday,  

October 13, and thus gave us the superstition 

that Friday the thirteenth is unlucky. Yet the 

Templars had themselves taken the same vows as 

any priest or monk: poverty, chastity, and obe-

dience, all in service to the Catholic Church. 

The name of the devil they were supposed to 

worship—Baphomet—became the magical name 

of the twentieth century’s most famous occultist: 

Aleister Crowley. 

Thus, the Church has held many councils and 

published many orders concerning occultism, 

magic, and the like. At the same time, high-

ranking clergymen including several Popes were 

known to have been heavily involved in the 

study—and sometimes the practice—of the oc-

cult arts. Therefore, it is not so unlikely on the 



16 Simon 

face of it that a Pope would have once authored 

a grimoire, for as we have seen, the Church has 

a public face and a private one. It is as much a 

secular institution as a sacred one, and the pur-

suit and maintenance of power can be accom-

plished by spiritual methods as well as mundane 

conspiracies. 

Let us, then, examine the Grimoire of Pope 
Honorius III to see how a priest may summon— 

the Devil. 



SACERDOTAL MAGIC 

No one knows quite when the discipline known 

as “ceremonial magic” had its origins. Magic, as 

it is generally understood by anthropologists 

and historians of religion, is universal and its 

practices can be detected in virtually every an-

cient culture, and among societies living in rela-

tive isolation, in the Amazon rain forest as easily 

as the jungles of Borneo and the Australian out-

back. Our earliest written records of magic can 

be found in the cuneiform tablets of ancient 

Sumer and Babylon, and in the Coffin Texts of 

ancient Egypt. Magic was practiced in China 

long before the birth of Confucius, and in India 

millennia before the birth of the Buddha. Spells, 

charms, and incantations are known to every 
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culture on earth: whether to ward off evil and 

sickness, or to encourage fertility and wealth. 

Ceremonial magic, however, is a complicated 

evolution of the more primitive forms. As such, 

its goals are not always easy to discern. Where 

the shaman or medicine man (or woman) might 

be concerned with harvests and the hunt, or rid-

ding a tribal member of sickness, or even in ob-

serving the right times for the performance of 

sacrifices, the ceremonial magician is concerned 

with less mundane affairs. The ceremonial ma-

gician wishes to evoke spiritual forces to visible 

appearance, to travel to astral realms, to com-

mune with the ineffable; and this is done accord-

ing to very precise instructions, written down in 

what are known—in the West—as grimoires. 
A grimoire is a magician’s manual, a hand-

book containing specific rituals for specific 

ends. It is like a cookbook: if you don’t already 

know how to boil water or crack open an egg, it 

is not very useful and you can make mistakes. A 

grimoire does not pretend to teach magic, but 

only to be used as a guide for the accomplished 

magician. 

The training of a magician may take place 

within the ranks of a secret society dedicated 

to magic, such as the famous Hermetic Order of 

the Golden Dawn: a British occult society of the 
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nineteenth century that numbered among its 

initiates such luminaries as W. B. Yeats, the No-

bel prize winning poet, and such tenebraries as 

Aleister Crowley, the magician some have called 

the “wickedest man in the world.” In this soci-

ety, magicians were instructed in the very basic 

elements of their art and trained through a se-

ries of degrees, each one demanding greater in-

tellectual study as well as greater capability in 

the demonstration of occult powers. 

Prior to the existence of such groups as the 

Golden Dawn, however, training in occultism 

could be had only at the feet of an acknowledged 

master. Perhaps some of the Masonic lodges 

numbered a magus or two among their member-

ship; but by far the individuals credited with the 

greatest potential for magical accomplishment 

were Catholic priests. 

It is difficult to realize in this day and age the 

utilitarian nature of the priesthood in ancient  

times. A priest was supposed to be able to cast 

out the devil in the rite known as exorcism; 

thus, the priest was credited with supernatural 

power from the very start. What better instruc-

tion could one receive in the ars magica than in a 

Catholic seminary? And what use was a parish 

priest who could only celebrate Mass and tell his 

parishioners that every evil that befell them was 



20 Simon 

“God’s will”? In the days before science, before 

modern medicine—both human and veteri-

nary—there had to be recourse to spiritual forces 

in order to effect mundane goals. Priests prayed 

for abundant harvests, for an end to the plague, 

or that a hostile enemy force would pass them 

by. The ritual known as the “laying-on of hands,” 

which was used to ordain priests, was also used 

to heal the sick. 

As science increasingly became the savior of 

modern humanity, the role of the priest became 

less that of the village shaman and more that of 

the village psychiatrist, as the priest began to 

concern himself more with the salvation of the 

souls of his flock than with the health of their 

bodies or the status of their crops. This develop-

ment, however, did not take place until relatively 

recently. Until the nineteenth century, Catholic 

priests were believed to be possessed of super-

natural powers that could change the relatively 

sordid reality of the European peasant and his 

quotidian existence. 

Catholic priests could make magic. 

A glance at the more famous grimoires of the 

last three hundred years or so will demonstrate 

a common factor: spirits, both evil and good, are 

summoned and controlled using the names of 

God, the angels, and the saints. The sign of the 
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Cross is used throughout these texts, as are Bib-

lical quotations, familiar prayers such as the Our 

Father and the Hail Mary, and liturgical proce-

dures common to the Mass, such as the use of 

incense, candles, and vestments. The Western 

European ceremonial magician, if he is not a 

priest, is at least pretending to be one. 

Thus, when the Grimoire of Pope Honorius  
made its appearance it was, if not a genuine Pa-
pal grimoire, at least an honest example of what 

all the other famous grimoires pretended they 

were not: a manual of occultism intended for use 

by clergymen. 



THE BLACK MASS 

While the average person living in the Middle 

East or Europe could make use of charms, talis-

men, amulets, and the like, their creation was 

usually reserved for persons considered spiritu-

ally adept: holy men and women who were be-

lieved to have some special connection with 

the gods or God, either through their piety or 

through demonstrations of their supernatural 

abilities. This belief—as ancient as the earliest 

written records of civilization—continues to the 

present day in the phenomenon of such mystics 

as Padre Pio in Italy, whose stigmata (bleeding 

from wounds identical to those believed to have 

been suffered by Christ on the cross) was an in-

dication that he had supernatural abilities, and 
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that praying to him (or being touched by him) 

would cause the cure of illness. Today, thousands 

still travel to Lourdes every month in the expec-

tation of a miraculous cure at this shrine to the 

Virgin Mary. It is easy to see that these pilgrims 

are not making the journey to become spiritu-

ally enlightened, but to rid themselves of the 

burden of physical, organic disease. 

Indeed, Jesus in the Gospels performed mira-

cles of healing, of raising from the dead, and of 

casting out demons. “All these and greater you 

shall do,” he said to his disciples (John 14:12). 

He also walked on water, calmed the seas, and 

fed multitudes with a handful of loaves and 

fishes, and in the end—according to canonical 

scripture—he raised himself from the dead and 

ascended bodily into heaven. Thus, the average 

Christian could be forgiven if he or she expected 

similar wonders to be performed by parish 

priests. 

In order to understand the degree to which 

Catholic priests felt pressure to accommodate 

these desires, we must realize that Christianity 

was not the native religion of Europe. It was a 

Middle Eastern import, a competitor to the cult 

of Mithra, which had been embraced by many 

Romans during the time of the Empire. As what 

was originally a Jewish cult, early Christianity 
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inherited a legacy of Jewish occultism and mys-

ticism as well as practices and beliefs that were 

current among the Gnostics and other Middle 

Eastern sects and cults. In fact, until about the 

tenth century A.D., Europe was a battleground 

of several different versions of Christianity as 

well as native pagan cults that had dominated 

the region for millennia. 

The Celts, for example, notorious fighters, 

worshipped a variety of gods and goddesses. 

What we know of their religion, and particu-

larly of the Druid priesthood, is subject to the 

mists of memory, with little written record of 

them that was not due to what we can find in 

the Gallic Wars of Caesar or, later, the vicious 

propaganda of the Church. The Nordic peoples 

had an extensive array of deities from Odin to 

Thor to Freya. The Slavic peoples had a coher-

ent mythology as well, one that was driven un-

derground and eradicated by the Church and 

especially under the banner of St. Cyril and St. 

Methodius, the evangelists—some would say 

“colonizers”—of Eastern Europe. 

Later, European Christianity would be influ-

enced by the Crusades and, most notably, by the 

Order of the Knights Templar: an Order of mili-

tant monks who had taken the three vows of 

poverty, chastity, and obedience and had many 
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contacts with Islamic clerics and members of 

other Middle Eastern sects. These contacts (and 

their legendary ability at banking and money-

lending) led to their eventually being suppressed 

by both Church and State in the fourteenth cen-

tury when they were accused of worshipping a 

devilish idol with the name “Baphomet” and of 

trampling on the cross during their initiation 

ceremonies. The influence of the Templars did 

not disappear, however, but continued to grow, 

and it is said provided the inspiration for the 

creation of the Masonic orders a few centuries 

later. As the Templars were considered to be  

enemies of the Church—even though they had 

taken oaths to defend it, and did so gallantly in 

the Holy Land—so too were the Freemasons 

considered hostile to the Church, leading to sev-

eral Papal pronouncements against them. It is 

this nexus of secret societies and the Church 

that provided the fertile soil for books like Holy 
Blood, Holy Grail and The Da Vinci Code; but 

we are getting ahead of our story. 

What we know about the native peoples of 

Europe and their gods prior to the arrival of 

Christianity was that the usefulness of any pa-

gan priesthood was directly related to its ability 

to protect its tribe, and that meant everything 

from healing sickness to predicting har-
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vests . . . to summoning the gods to ensure vic-

tory in battle. The relationship of humans to  

their gods was an interdependent one: the gods 

were just as interested in seeing their worship-

pers thrive as the worshippers were serious in 

their sacrifices and incantations. With the com-

ing of the Church, the emphasis shifted from a 

relationship that was mutually dependent to one 

in which the people were wholly dependent 

upon—and in a kind of servitude to—God. 

This new God made no promises, except the 

relatively ambiguous one of eternal life in the 

hereafter. His symbol was the crucifixion: a body 

torn and bloody and hanging on a cross. To the 

more cynical of the Europeans, this was proba-

bly as good a God as one could hope for in a 

world gone mad with plague, war, and famine: a 

God that promised existence would be better 

after death. It also explained a great deal: the 

world was a mess because people had ignored 

the one True God. After all, what had the wor-

ship of the pagan gods actually provided, except 

more of the same? The nagging suspicion, the 

inherent paranoia, that the Church provided in 

the form of such concepts as original sin, venial 

and mortal sin, and the sacrament of confes-

sion—in which one revealed one’s most intimate 
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misdeeds to a hopefully anonymous priest—con-

tributed to an increased sense of servitude 

among the population. 

But in the villages and along the country high-

ways, among the farmers and herders and peas-

ants, the old ways died hard. These were the 

people of the countryside, the paganus: the Latin 

word from which we get the term “pagan.” While 

the worship of a relatively effete and intellectual 

God caught on in the cities and urban areas where 

worship of warrior deities like Thor would have 

been awkward and inappropriate—due to the 

density of the population and its reliance not 

on the spoils of war, but on trade, commerce, and 

contracts—the worship of the gods of the hunt, 

of the crops, of fertility, and of war continued 

apace in the paganus. In addition, the Catholic 

Church itself had both political and economic 

power, granted to it initially by the Emperor Con-

stantine in the fourth century A.D. and expanded 

and developed ever since. A centralized power, 

the Church imitated the old Roman Empire even 

down to its official language, Latin: the tongue of 

the Legions that had subdued most of Europe 

during the time of the Caesars. 

Thus, in the first millennium A.D. there was 

some resistance to the new religion, and this re-
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sistance increased exponentially the further the 

people were from the Church’s power base in  

Rome. To counteract the psychological resis-

tance of the rural pagans, the Church took over 

pagan shrines and built churches in their place, 

thereby having the best of both worlds. The pa-

gans continued to worship at the ancient sites, 

but had to pass through the heavy bronze doors 

of the Catholic cathedrals to do so. In addition, 

the pagan calendar was largely coopted for use 

by the Church. Ancient European holidays such 

as Samhain and Saturnalia became, respectively, 

Halloween and Christmas. The fertility festival 

of Beltane, April 30, became the eve of the feast 

of the Virgin Mother. The pagans still held onto 

Beltane as their own, however, and it became 

famous to readers of Bram Stoker’s Dracula as 

Walpurgisnacht: the night when witches gath-

ered at the top of Mount Brocken in Germany 

to hold their blasphemous rites. The Maypole, 

traditional phallic symbol of fertility, is still in 

use in Europe on this holiday. 

The parish priest was himself coopted into 

this program of conversion through imitation. 

For a priest to be successful in the early days of 

the Catholic conquest of Europe, he had to be 

either powerful—with an army at his side—or 

popular. A parish priest in a small town was far 
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from his power base; he had to rely on the good 

offices of his congregation to survive. What the 

congregation demanded of him was more than 

the celebration of daily Mass; what they needed 

was his intercession with the divine powers. 

This was especially true in the days before the 

appearance of printing presses and Scriptures 

in the vernacular. Before Luther, and before 

Gutenberg and his famous Bible, there was no 

way a peasant in a village in France or Germany, 

for instance, could read the word of God. Peas-

ants were totally at the mercy of their priests for 

the interpretation of Scripture. They were largely 

illiterate, and even if they could read their own 

language, most probably had no working knowl-

edge of Latin, much less Greek and Hebrew. 

Books were viewed with suspicion or supersti-

tion. The Bible, as the physical manifestation 

of the word of God, was held in awe and rever-

ence, like some kind of icon or talisman. The 

man or woman who could open the Book and 

read from it was obviously possessed of powers 

beyond those of the average woodcutter or shep-

herd. Thus, the person of the Catholic priest 

became identified with a whole range of super-

stitions surrounding literacy, knowledge of for-

eign languages, allegiance to the mysterious  

High Priest in Rome, and . . . the exorcism of 
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evil spirits. 

Demonic possession is one of those ancient 

phenomena that persists to the present day. The 

ability of a priest to cast out a demon from a pos-

sessed person was usually taken to be evidence of 

the priest’s holiness and spiritual power. Just so, 

the ability of a priest to summon a demon—while 

antithetical to the entire body of Catholic law 

and theology—was taken for granted. 

The most infamous case was that, of course, of 

Urbain Grandier and the possessed nuns of the 

French town of Loudon, made popular in Aldous 

Huxley’s masterful retelling of the tale in The 
Devils of Loudon. In the year 1634, Grandier 

was convicted of the crime of magic and held re-

sponsible for the demonic possession of the nuns. 

An arrogant and licentious man, disliked by his 

parishioners, Grandier was suspected of having 

seduced more than one woman, married and sin-

gle, and this suspicion extended to his relation-

ships with the Ursuline nuns of Loudon, which 

may or may not have contributed to the subse-

quent outbreak of demonic possession. The pri-

oress of the Convent herself was possessed by 

several demons at a time, including some of the 

more famous: Behemoth, Leviathan, Balam, and 

Isacaron. One of the items introduced as evidence 
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against Grandier still exists, at the Bibliotheque 

Nationale in Paris (a treasure house of occult 

manuscripts and documents): the pact Grandier 

signed with the demon, written in his own hand. 

It was left up to the saintly Jesuit Father Surin— 

sent to Loudon by Cardinal Richelieu after other 

exorcists had failed—to continue the rites of ex-

orcism for more than three years until every de-

mon had been ejected from every possessed nun. 

A clue to the ability of exorcists to remove 

demons may be found in this very celebrated 

case, for according to Father Surin, the demons 

he exorcised were fallen angels—cherubim and 

seraphim and thrones—who had accompanied 

Lucifer in his expulsion from heaven. Thus, they 

were angelic beings once, and presumably still 

subject to the laws of heaven. According to the 

Judaeo-Christian tradition, humans occupy a  

place in the celestial hierarchy above that of the 

angels; one of the reasons for Lucifer’s revolt 

was the creation of Adam and Eve and his newly 

subordinate position to these mere mortals. 

A more recent, and considerably nobler, case is 

that of St. John Vianney (1786–1859), the Cure of 

Ars in France. A slow student who had to take his 

seminary exams several times, he nonetheless 

became the model for Catholic priests and is 
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known in the Church as the Patron Saint of Priests. 

During his career, he suffered numerous assaults 

by demons and evil spirits, and developed a repu-

tation for holiness and for his ability as an exor-

cist. His status in the Church calendar has been 

overhauled in recent years, as incidents of demonic 

possession are clearly on the rise. 

Priests with less noble approaches to the sub-

ject of demons, however, also proliferate through-

out Church history. A few years before the 

outbreak of possession at Loudon, a similar case 

took place in the town of Aix-en-Provence in 

France, at another Ursuline convent. In the year 

1610 a young novice—Magdalen de la Palude— 

entered the convent and befriended another nun, 

Louise Capeau. In short order, Magdalen be-

came possessed, subject to fits, and this state 

became contagious to the point that Louise Ca-

peau also became possessed. 

Eventually, the two nuns revealed that they 

had been subject to spells cast by a Catholic 

priest by the name of Louis Gaufridi, said to be 

the head of all the magicians of Europe “as far as 

Turkey.” Magdalen revealed that she had been 

initiated into a coven of sorcerers and witches by 

Gaufridi when she was still a child. 

This astonishing information was only the be-
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ginning, as Magdalen gave many detailed descrip-

tions of the action of the cult. Eventually, Father 

Gaufridi was himself arrested and eventually ad-

mitted that he had come into the possession of 

occult books left to him by his uncle and was 

tempted to try them out. When he did, he found 

himself face-to-face with demons who instructed 

him in all the mysteries of magic. He used his 

magic powers to seduce women, and to introduce 

them to the cult and marry them to demons, such 

as Beelzebub, the “Lord of the Flies.” 

According to Gaufridi, his cult consisted of 

three levels or degrees: that of novices, witches, 

and magicians (the highest degree). Eventually, 

after the inquisitors had all the information they 

could use from him, they had Gaufridi burned at 

the stake. 

Sixty years later, in Paris, we are confronted 

by an even greater monstrosity, that of the  

Abbe Guibourg and his colleague and partner 

in crime, Catherine Deshayes Monvoisin—known 

more popularly as La Voisin. 

This scandal, involving human sacrifice, Black 

Masses, poison, and the murder of infants, 

rocked France during the reign of Louis XIV, 

the Sun King. Most of what we know about Gui-

bourg, the priest at the center of the scandal, and 
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his satanic excesses can be gleaned from the 

interrogation archives still held at the Biblio-

theque de l’Arsenal and the Bibliotheque Na-

tionale in Paris. The La Voisin affair involved 

Madame de Montespan, a mistress of King 

Louis XIV, who was afraid she would lose the 

King’s love and attention. Driven to distraction, 

she consulted the famous La Voisin, a sorceress 

and fortune-teller, who told her that a Black 

Mass had to be performed . . . on de Montes-

pan’s naked body. 

Several of these masses were performed, and 

the priest in charge was one Etienne Guibourg, 

a man of about sixty-seven years. He had been 

chosen to replace another priest, Abbe Mariette, 

who had been performing these rites for La 

Voisin until he found himself in prison for sac-

rilege and then went into self-imposed exile  

abroad. Guibourg eventually would perform 

Black Masses in the hundreds, according to the 

trial records, and during these Masses infants 

were sacrificed. At times, he was assisted by 

other priests—the Abbe Davot, the Abbe Guig-

nard, and the Abbe Serault, among many oth-

ers, and including Bishop Gille-Lefranc, for a 

total of some fifty Catholic clergymen who were 

finally executed for sacrilege, sorcery, and blas-

phemy over the affair—and once news of this  
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operation finally reached the authorities, a large-

scale crackdown took place during which more 

than one hundred other persons—nobles and 

commoners—were arrested and over thirty com-

moners executed (the nobles generally escaping 

the death sentence). 

The actual invocation used by Abbe Guibourg 

during these Masses is still in existence, pre-

served in the French archives: 

Astaroth, Asmodeus, princes of friendship, 
I conjure you to accept the sacrifice I offer 
you of this child for the things I ask of you, 
which are that the friendship of the King 
and Mgr le Dauphin may continue towards 
me, and that I may be honored by the 
princes and princesses of the court, and 
that nothing I ask of the King may be de-
nied me, either for my relatives or ser-
vants. 

Another incantation, this one specifically for 

Madame de Montespan, reads as follows: 

I . . . (the daughter of . . . ), ask for the 
King’s friendship and that of Mgr le Dau-
phin, and may I continue to have it, and 
that the Queen may be barren, that the 
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King may leave her bed and table for me, 
that I may obtain from him all I ask for 
myself and my relatives, that my servants 
and my household may please him, loved 
and respected by great lords, that I may 
be summoned to the King’s council and  
know what transpires there, and that this 
amity may increase more than it has been 
in the past, so that the King leaves La 
Valliere [the King’s current mistress] and 
pays no more attention to her, and that 
the Queen may be repudiated so that I can 
marry him. 

According to La Voisin herself, several thou-

sand infants were slaughtered this way, and this 

admission was supported by Guibourg’s own ac-

count, which matched La Voisin’s in many spe-

cific details. Why they would have given such an 

astronomical number is unknown, but the court 

accepted it at face value, particularly as the fur-

nace in which she burned the bodies was discov-

ered, containing numerous fragments of human 

bones. They also discovered the chamber that  

was used for the performance of the Black Mass, 

replete with altar, black drapery with a white 

cross emblazoned on it, black candles, and a mat-
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tress under the altar covering. 

Guibourg performed these Masses over the 

naked bodies of the women who came to him 

for these favors; barring that, he would bring in 

prostitutes to serve as the “altars” in these rites. 

The infant was slain over the woman, and the 

blood collected in a chalice. 

According to the archives, some of these rites 

were even more complex and involved the collec-

tion of human semen and menstrual blood, out 

of which cakes were made with the addition of 

bat’s blood and flour. It is believed that these  

cakes were somehow introduced into the diet of 

the King. (An interesting survival of this recipe 

occurs in the Gnostic Mass of Aleister Crowley, 

discussed on page 56.) 

The reader will forgive me for not giving 

more complete details of the Black Masses per-

formed by this heretic priest, as they are quite 

abominable and involve every kind of desecra-

tion of the Host, profanation of the mysteries of 

the Mass, and mutilation of the infant victims. 

The horrors perpetrated by La Voisin and her 

eager accomplice, Guibourg, are matched only 

by such modern cases as that of Jeffrey Dah-

mer, for instance. They also illustrate how far 

people will go in order to change their reality, 
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and how there will always be a priest available 

to use the sacrament of the Mass for blasphe-

mous, heretical, even diabolic and hideous, pur-

poses. Oddly, although La Voisin was executed 

in 1680, Abbe Guibourg seems to have escaped 

the attentions of the executioner, as did Ma-

dame de Montespan herself—even though the 

poisonings of several competitors for the King’s 

attention were laid at her door—and she died in 

a convent in 1707. 

One fact stands out from this account, and  

that is that La Voisin needed genuine Catholic 

priests to perform the Black Masses. Although 

she was obviously involved in the occult as a 

business—and made a fortune from distraught 

and desperate women—she was also a believer. 

She was not a simple Gypsy fortune-teller, but 

had once lectured at the Sorbonne on the subject 

of astrology. She was well-known, and well-con-

nected at the court. If she had wanted to, she 

could have arranged for these horrible rites to 

have been performed by anyone; but she knew 

how necessary it was to have genuine priests per-

forming the sacrilege. In order to have the requi-

site occult power, the defamation of the Host—the 

circular wafer that is consecrated during the 

Mass and turned into the Body of Christ—could 
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only be done by a priest. More than anything  

else, the case of La Voisin and her sacerdotal 

accomplices, like Abbe Guibourg, illustrates the 

belief in the supernatural power of priests and 

their authority over the spiritual—and angelic 

and demonic—realm. 



PRIESTLY AUTHORITY OVER 
DEMONS AND ANGELS 

One of the editions of the Grimoire of Pope Hon-
orius (published in 1670, a few years before the 

La Voisin scandal broke) begins with a citation  

from the Gospels which is the whole basis of the 

Church’s supremacy. In this reference, Jesus is 

speaking with Peter, who will become the first 

Pope: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven. Whatever you seal on earth shall be sealed 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be unbound in heaven.” (Matthew 16:15–19.) 

This is a more proactive form of “As Above, So 

Below,” the axiom of the Emerald Table of 

Hermes, a favorite text of the neo-Platonist phi-

losophers. In short, it gives not only mundane 

power to the Church, but a level of supernatural 
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power that is unheard of in any other denomina-

tion: the ability to cause change to occur in heaven 

as well as upon earth. 

Anyone, any priest or clergyman, taking these 

words literally, would understand that he pos-

sessed a degree of supernatural ability unparal-

leled in human history. The temptation to test 

these powers would, for some men, become irre-

sistible. A lowly priest may attempt to investigate 

this potential at his own risk; but a Pope or an 

archbishop or bishop would consider themselves 

virtually immune from any spiritual fallout, ow-

ing to their high rank in the Church and the fact 

that no one lower than a bishop in the hierarchy 

is able to perform all the sacraments; i.e., only 

a bishop (and higher) is a “full priest,” for only a 

bishop may ordain another priest and share in the 

consecration of other bishops. As for the Pope,  

there is no higher spiritual authority on earth for 

a Catholic, and the Popes who have been accused 

of trafficking in occultism and magic must have 

believed they were above the law: Jesus himself 

gave them the power to cause change to occur in 

heaven itself, thereby giving them the ability to 

virtually absolve themselves from any sin that 

might attach to their incantations over the black 

books. 

As we noted earlier, Pope Silvester II was one 
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of the earliest of these mystically inclined Popes. 

Due to his studies among the Arab philosophers 

of Spain, he is considered one of the first to intro-

duce Arabic numerals to Europe. He was ru-

mored to have built a mechanical head that would 

answer questions put to it by the Pope. (This is an 

underlying myth among many of the occult phi-

losophers of the Dark and Middle Ages: the abil-

ity to create talking heads.) 

Benedict IX (pontificate 1032–44, 1045, 1047– 

48) was another Pope suspected of magical pur-

suits, although his Papacy was more notorious for 

his sexual indulgences than anything else. Elected 

a Pope at the young age of eleven or twelve (some 

say around eighteen or twenty; either way, the  

youngest Pope on record), he was considered to 

be “a demon from hell in the guise of a priest” by 

St. Peter Damian in his text Liber Gomorrhianus 
due to his homosexuality and, it is said, bestiality. 

Benedict IX is the only Pope to have held the of-

fice for three separate terms of office, all due to 

political machinations and corruption. It is no 

wonder that he was also accused of sorcery and 

demonolatry. 

Pope Gregory VII (pontificate 1073–85), 

while considered by many a saintly man who 

forcibly established priestly celibacy as a rule in 

the Church, fought against corruption, and strove 
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for unity between the Eastern and Western 

churches, was nevertheless deposed on the grounds 

of sorcery and magic. It was, of course, a politi-

cal maneuver, and the evidence provided against 

him is suspect. 

The Dominican Bishop St. Albertus Magnus 

was reputed to have a talking head, like Silvester 

II. This one, however, was smashed by his pupil 

St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Roger Bacon (1214–94), a Franciscan monk 

famous for his scientific research in the field of 

optics, among other disciplines, was imprisoned 

on suspicion of magic and sorcery by his own 

Order. In actuality, he  did study alchemy and 

the occult, particularly Arab treatises on these 

subjects, and was supported in his efforts by 

Pope Clement IV (pontificate 1265–68). 

Pope Boniface VIII was accused of sorcery in 

1303 A.D. by King Philip IV (“Philippe le Bel”) 

of France, only a few years before he organized 

the wholesale arrests of the Knights Templar on 

charges of blasphemy and devil-worship, which 

led to the subsequent execution of their Grand 

Master, Jacques de Molay, in 1314. 

During another trial lasting from 1308 to 

1313, Bishop Guichard of Troyes was accused 

of sorcery and magic in the murder of the 

Queen. 
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In 1317 the Bishop of Cahors was burned at 

the stake for his attempt on the life of Pope John 

XXII through magic and incantations. He was 

joined by Matteo Visconti and Galeazzo Visconti 

for the same crime against the Pope. 

That same year, another man—a layperson— 

was convicted of the murder of several persons 

through the use of wax images that had been 

baptized by priests. 

In 1319, Brother Bernard Delicieux was con-

victed of possessing occult and magical books 

in Carcassonne, France. 

And on and on throughout the four-

teenth century, an incredible number of Catholic 

clergymen—including most importantly bishops 

and the occasional Pope—were accused, tried, 

and convicted of using occult means to rid them-

selves of political enemies. This was the same 

period that saw the suppression of the Order of 

the Knights Templar, the organization believed 

to have been the origin of the Masonic Orders 

that would appear in Europe in the seventeenth 

and eighteenth centuries. 

Thus, as we can see, there is a certain pedi-

gree of occultism among the Catholic hierarchy, 

by reputation if not in fact. This pedigree cer-

tainly extended downward in the hierarchy to 

include all manner of priests, and in these cases 
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the evidence is more clearly available and irre-

futable. 

One of the earliest such cases involves St. 

Theophilus of Adana (died c. 538 A.D.). Adana is 

a city in what is now south-central Turkey, and at 

the time was an important Eastern Orthodox 

center. Theophilus was an Orthodox priest who 

was thwarted in his plans to become a bishop. 

Angered, he is then said to have summoned the 

devil and made a pact with him, so he would be-

come bishop. The essence of the pact was that 

Theophilus would renounce Jesus and Mary, and 

that the pact be signed in his own blood. Accord-

ing to the most popular form of the legend, 

Theophilus awoke one morning to find the pact 

signed—by both the devil and himself—on his 

chest. Coming to his senses, he appealed to the 

Virgin Mary to intercede for him. This was done, 

and the devil was robbed of a choice soul. Theoph-

ilus went on to become a saint, and his story used 

as an example of how the Virgin Mother might 

intercede with God on the behalf of sinners. 

Lest the reader assume that all this sorcery 

and alchemy among prelates only took place in 

the distant past, however, let us look at a more 

recent case, that of Cardinal Mariano Rampolla 

del Tindaro (1843–1913), a man who could have 

been Pope. 
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The story of Cardinal Rampolla has been re-

ported by both conservative and liberal Catho-

lics, and the facts are generally agreed upon by 

both sides. 



THE MASON  
WHO WOULD BE POPE 

We begin with a turbulent era for Europe and 

the Catholic Church: the time of Bismarck and 

the consolidation of an alliance between Ger-

many, Austria, and Italy against France over the 

disputed territory of Alsace-Lorraine. Pressure 

against France led to her forming her own alli-

ance, this time with Russia: strategically and po-

litically, a setback for Bismarck’s Triple Alliance. 

The year is 1890. The man who was blamed, at 

least in part, for this debacle was the Secretary 

of State under Pope Leo XIII: Cardinal Ram-

polla. 

Rampolla was born in 1843 in Sicily, in Po-

lizzi Generosa (a town that also gave us film di-

rector Martin Scorcese), and in the diocese of 
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Cefalu. This latter is interesting, because Cefalu 

was the town where English magician Aleister 

Crowley set up his Abbey of Thelema during the 

time of Mussolini . . . the dictator and fascist 

leader who eventually had him deported after 

news of Black Masses and other atrocities alleg-

edly perpetrated by the “wickedest man in the 

world” were reported in the European press. 

Rampolla’s ambitions were great. By the time 

he was thirty-two, he was already in Madrid, 

acting as councilor to the Papal nuncio there. At 

thirty-four he was back in Rome as Secretary of 

Propaganda Fide, essentially a political position. 

He was consecrated archbishop in 1885, then 

proclaimed a cardinal in 1887, becoming the sec-

ond most powerful clergyman in the Vatican 

when he was appointed Leo XIII’s Secretary of 

State. Often seen as a stepping-stone to the Papal 

tiara, the Secretary of State wields enormous in-

fluence over the Vatican’s relationships with the 

rest of the world. (Cardinal Montini, who would 

later become Pope Paul VI, was also a Secretary 

of State, for instance.) 

In 1890, however, the deal between France 

and Russia against Germany’s Triple Alliance 

was seen as a setback for the Vatican, and this 

was blamed on Cardinal Rampolla’s efforts to-
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wards appeasing the French as well as the Slavic 

countries of Bohemia and Croatia. 

Prior to this, in 1884, Pope Leo XIII had is-

sued a famous encyclical—Humanum Genus— 

which attacked Freemasonry in no uncertain 

terms. In this he was following the precedent  

of previous Popes Clement XII, Gregory XVI, 

and Pius IX, among others. Clement XII had 

condemned the Order almost from the date of 

Freemasonry’s creation, and Pius IX had sup-

ported the publication of Carbonari documents 

seized from the Alta Vendita Lodge, which al-

legedly proved the desire of the Carbonari (and, 

by extension, Freemasons) to destroy the Cath-

olic Church. Leo XIII would republish these 

documents, paying for it out of his own pocket. 

Thus was the official antagonism between 

Freemasonry and the Catholic Church demon-

strated in public view. 

Indeed, the situation was especially touchy in 

Italy, which had seen the rise of the Carbon-

ari—an occult and revolutionary sect with strong 

ties to the Masonic lodges (Masons were imme-

diately accepted into the Carbonari at the high-

est, “master,” degree)—almost destroy the 

Kingdom of Naples, for instance. It was widely 

believed that the Freemasons were behind the 
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French Revolution, and it is no secret that Free-

masons performed many services for the Ameri-

can Revolution, the lodges acting as safe houses 

and the Masonic network providing important 

intelligence during the war with Britain. General 

George Washington and the indispensable Gen-

eral Lafayette of France were both Freemasons. 

The Carbonari themselves had been active in 

Spanish and French political intrigue, as well as 

Italian affairs of state. 

Thus, the Church had reason to fear a Ma-

sonic conspiracy that would topple its worldly 

power as it had toppled kingdoms throughout 

Europe. Was there now a Masonic influence be-

hind the Franco-Russian pact against Germany’s 

Triple Alliance? As Austria was considered sol-

idly in the Catholic camp, and neither France 

nor Russia were seen as pro-Catholic, there were 

rumors that the Freemasons were behind this 

new geopolitical shift. 

In fact, according to the documents seized 

from the Alta Vendita Lodge, the Carbonari and 

the Masons had intended to infiltrate the Church 

and put their own Pope on St. Peter’s Throne. 

This they almost succeeded in doing in 1903. 

Pope Leo XIII, Cardinal Rampolla’s cham-

pion, died on July 20 of that year. The Conclave 

of Cardinals was begun, in order to identify the 
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next Pope. At the first ballot, and then the sec-

ond, Rampolla was the clear front-runner, and 

the way seemed clear to his nomination as the 

next Pope of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, Cardinal 

Puzyna of Cracow rose from his seat to make a 

stunning declaration, one that has not been heard 

since. He invoked an ancient privilege, the right 

of veto by the Austrian Emperor Franz Josef, 

against Cardinal Rampolla. 

The effect was electrifying. Firstly, this veto 

power—known in ecclesiastical circles as the 

Jus Exclusivae, or “Right of Exclusion”—was 

designed to protect the Church from an unwor-

thy candidate. It is not clear how a secular au-

thority like a King or an Emperor was considered 

capable of overriding the votes of the College of 

Cardinals. In fact, this right had been invoked for 

centuries. It opens up some intriguing possibili-

ties, however, and one wonders what the People’s 

Republic of China would make of it since they 

have been accused—rightly—of interfering in the 

religious affairs of Tibetan Buddhists and Chi-

nese Catholics, much to the dismay of world opin-

ion. If the Church considered it feasible that a  

secular authority would have the ability to cast a 

decisive veto in the election of their own Pope, 

then it opens the door to other countries using 
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the Jus Exclusivae as a moral or even legal prec-

edent for their own behavior. This was, in fact, 

hotly debated among Church historians and law-

yers for centuries, and the last time it was put 

into effect was the exclusion of Cardinal Ram-

polla. 

Austria’s veto caused shock waves to ripple 

through the assembly, and led to Rampolla’s de-

feat in his bid to become Pope. The reason for 

the exclusion was not given, but speculation has 

since offered several various explanations. In the 

first place, Rampolla’s intrigues against the Aus-

trians in favor of the French would have caused 

some concern in the mind of Franz Josef, who 

thus would have an enemy on the throne of St. 

Peter. That argument seems rather weak in ret-

rospect, since the Emperor had to be somewhat 

cajoled into invoking the Right of Exclusion. 

Another point of view, supported by some 

documentation, tells a different story. 

In this version—widely reported in the years 

after the Papal election of 1903—a Vatican 

watchdog, one Monsignor Jouin, had uncovered 

evidence that Cardinal Rampolla was, in fact, a 

Freemason and had been initiated into Freema-

sonry during his sojourn in Madrid. Jouin was 

a tireless foe of Freemasonry, had written several 

books on the subject, and was praised by Pope 
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and monarch alike for his efforts in uncovering 

Masonic plots. He was especially sensitive to the 

presence of Freemasons among the clergy. A kind 

of Senator Joe McCarthy of the period, he saw 

Freemasons everywhere. 

But was Cardinal Rampolla—the man who 

would be Pope—really a Freemason? 

Published records from the early twentieth 

century seem to indicate that not only was Ram-

polla a Mason, but that he also belonged to one 

of the most notorious occult societies of the cen-

tury: the Ordo Templi Orientis, or OTO, of Aleis-

ter Crowley! 



THE OTO AND CHRISTIANITY 

While it may seem strange to link such obvi-

ously opposed institutions as the quasi-Masonic 

OTO and the Catholic Church, there has been 

some crossover between the two and it points us 

towards a greater understanding of the role of 

secret societies within the Church. 

OTO was the creation of some German oc-

cultists and Freemasons of the early twentieth 

century who claimed to have discovered the hid-

den secret of Freemasonry and, indeed, of all oc-

cult science: sex. They believed that the texts of 

the alchemists, the Rosicrucians (another secret 

society, allegedly formed in the early seventeenth 

century, based around the legend of Christian 

Rosenkreutz, an occultist who traveled to the 
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Middle East and learned valuable mystical infor-

mation), and similar groups held encoded data of 

a sexual and biochemical nature. It was believed 

that the rituals of the secret societies were elabo-

rate discussions of these secrets, comprehensible 

only to the initiates. Basically, these secrets in-

volved the control and manipulation of the sexual 

impulse for other ends: trance states, magical at-

tainments, and the like. 

In this they may not have been far off. The 

Tantric cults of India, mentioned briefly before, 

had sexual allegories and practices at the heart 

of their belief system. To the Tantricists, sex was 

a kind of technology that could be explored and 

developed by the initiates. The witchcraft scare 

of Salem, Massachusetts, in America in the late 

1600s was another example of how hysteria—a 

mental state with a possible sexual connota-

tion—contributed to fits, trances, and hallucina-

tions. To the initiates and founders of the OTO, 

this sexual technology could be elaborated upon, 

developed more deeply, and discussed in papers 

designed to be read only by other initiates. 

One of these was Aleister Crowley (1875– 

1947), the English magician and author of many 

occult texts, who made no mystery of the sexual 

element in magic. He joined the OTO and even-

tually claimed its leadership. In the process, he 
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expanded upon and modified something called 

the Gnostic Catholic Mass. 

The Gnostic Mass was originally the creation 

of some French occultists, numbering among 

them the noted author of occult texts Gerard En-

causse (also known as “Papus”). Membership in 

the Gnostic Catholic Church was not restricted 

to Christians, but included various Freemasons 

and members of other Orders, including the 

OTO. The Mass itself was originally a slightly 

modified version of the Catholic Mass, but soon 

turned into something a lot more scandalous un-

der Crowley’s wand. 

Crowley took the sexual nature of the OTO 

mythology quite seriously. He revamped the  

Gnostic Mass to reflect this new attitude, em-

ploying both a priest and a priestess in the rite, 

who perform a kind of stylized sexual panto-

mime. To emphasize the sexual nature of the  

Gnostic Mass, he also incorporated the use of a 

new type of Host; this was composed of men-

strual blood and other ingredients in the form of 

small cakes to be ingested by the congregation 

after their consecration during the ritual. 

Some performances of the Mass are quite tame 

and relatively circumspect; in other jurisdictions, 

the Mass becomes a more blatantly lewd affair. 

In either case, in the eyes of the Catholic Church, 
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it is equally blasphemous and would probably be 

considered a “Black Mass,” Crowley’s protesta-

tions to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Although many members of the OTO were 

also members of the Gnostic Catholic Church, 

numbering even bishops among them, their legit-

imacy as “priests” was always in question since 

they did not possess valid apostolic succession 

(i.e., they could not trace their lineage down an 

approved channel back to St. Peter, the original 

Pope). Thus, Crowley would write as late as the 

1930s that he could not have performed a Black 

Mass since he was not an ordained priest. How-

ever, it seems the OTO numbered at least one 

ordained priest—and a cardinal, at that—among 

its membership. 

One of the earliest publications of the OTO— 

the Oriflamme, published by Theodor Reuss, a 

founder of the Order—gave a list of organiza-

tions and individuals that were considered either 

members of the OTO or members of associated 

groups. Numbered among them was none other 

than Cardinal Rampolla, cited as an initiate of 

the Catalonian-Balearic Grand Lodge, headquar-

tered in Barcelona: a notoriously political and 

even anticlerical movement that supported Cata-

lonian nationalism. This group then came under 

the control of Theodor Reuss and the OTO, by 



58 Simon 

1913 at the latest (the OTO itself was founded 

circa 1905). However, this lodge had its origins 

in the irregular Masonic Order of the Rites of 

Memphis and Mizraim, or MM, which was 

founded in the late eighteenth century in France, 

some years after the formation of the original 

Freemasons. 

Technically speaking, then, Rampolla would 

have been an initiate of the MM at the time of 

the death of Pope Leo XIII in 1903, but the 

lodge to which he belonged would be incorpo-

rated as a branch of the OTO ten years later, the 

year of Rampolla’s death. 

Both the Catholic Church and the OTO of the 

present day deny that Rampolla was ever a mem-

ber of the OTO, but this claim is disingenuous. 

While Rampolla may never have been an actual 

member of the OTO, he was a member of the 

Masonic fraternity, and specifically a “denomi-

nation” of the Order that would eventually come 

under the OTO aegis. More important, this was 

an active, political organization involved in sepa-

ratist politics. Catalonian independence is still a 

controversial subject in Spain, that territory rest-

ing as it does in the border region with France, 

and with Barcelona as its most famous and most 

beautiful capital; a land with its own language 

and culture. For Rampolla to have been involved 
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with this group is highly suggestive of a politi-

cal  agenda that would have been at serious  

odds with the Church. Had he been only a Free-

mason with an Italian lodge, the damage would 

have been bad enough, but the details that have 

come to light (largely in the French and German 

media) concerning his membership in a Catalo-

nian lodge tend to a rather more explosive inter-

pretation: that Rampolla, a Catholic cardinal only 

a few votes shy of becoming Pope, was agitating 

not only for Catalonian independence but also 

for a Masonic political agenda in general. 

His bias towards France was already well-

known; he was blamed, after all, for the forma-

tion of the Franco-Russian alliance against the 

Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria, and Italy. 

Therefore, his politics were already suspect,  

and the documentation supports the general 

mistrust that Emperor Franz Josef of Austria— 

and Monsignor Jouin—had of him. He also had 

sympathies with the Eastern European countries, 

and a branch of the OTO was specifically formed 

to develop the Slavic regions in 1910–11, while 

Rampolla was still alive and—allegedly—still a 

Mason. Had Rampolla followed the usual prac-

tice of his lodge brothers and joined a variety of 

Masonic and quasi-Masonic orders in his life-

time, there is no doubt that he could have been 
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a member of the OTO and any manner of other 

groups as well. 

Still, many readers will react with deep skepti-

cism that a prince of the Church would have 

anything at all to do with Freemasonry, an orga-

nization it believed to be dedicated to its destruc-

tion and to the overthrow of European monarchies 

in general. While we have shown that clergymen 

were definitely involved in occult and magical 

practices virtually throughout the Church’s two 

thousand year existence, in complete and total  

disregard for Church law and beliefs, we have 

yet to demonstrate that this heady combination 

of religion, politics, and magic still exists to 

this day. 

This we propose to do now. 



ITALIAN FREEMASONS AND THE  
VATICAN BANKING SCANDAL 

While the first Italian Masonic Grand Lodge 

was formed about 1750, the real Masonic pres-

ence was not felt until 1860 when the Supreme 

Council Grand Orient of Italy was founded, 

with its headquarters in the appropriately sinis-

ter city of Turin, a town long known to harbor 

occultists and revolutionaries. Several years later, 

in 1877, a Roman lodge was organized that called 

itself Propaganda Masonica, and served Masons 

from other cities who were based in Rome for 

business reasons. Thus, Propaganda Masonica 

became a meeting place for influential trades-

men, bankers, and politicians. What was in-

teresting about this particular lodge was that 

no written records were kept of the names and 
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identities of its members at the headquarters of 

the Grand Lodge. This added another element 

of mystery to a society that was already quite 

mysterious. 

It should be noted that Italian statesman 

Garibaldi was himself Grand Master of Italian 

Masonry at this time, so the link between Free-

masonry and Italian politics has a long and hon-

orable pedigree. 

With the rise of Mussolini, however, Masonic 

lodges were closed and Freemasonry banned in 

the country (as it was in Germany under Hitler). 

The lodges went underground, and at the end 

of the war, in 1945, were revived and attempted 

to reorganize. During this period of restructur-

ing, the lodges were numbered for convenience in 

creating organization charts, and the Propaganda 

Masonica lodge became Propaganda Lodge Num-

ber 2, or Propaganda Due, shortened to P2. 

By the late 1960s Tuscan businessman Licio 

Gelli was placed in control of P2 by the Grand 

Master of the Italian Masons. By 1980, Gelli was 

claiming that he was the power behind the throne 

of all Italian Freemasonry. By 1981, however, the 

Italian police were alerted to a range of question-

able financial practices involving Gelli—practices 

that included his role in the Vatican Banking 

Scandal and the death of P2 member Roberto 
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Calvi, and the imprisonment of P2 member and 

international banker Michele Sindona—and his 

home was raided. One of the pieces of evidence 

uncovered during that raid was a list of P2 mem-

bers: some 950 names, including politicians, busi-

nessmen, government ministers, army officers, 

intelligence officers . . . and high-ranking cler-

gymen. 

A partial list, published by a former member 

of P2, includes: 

Cardinal Jean Villot, the Vatican’s Secretary 

of State (the same post held seventy years earlier 

by Cardinal Rampolla), and a man who was in 

favor of relaxing the rules against Catholics be-

coming Freemasons. 

Cardinal Ugo Poletti, the Vicar of Rome. 

Cardinal Sebastiano Baggio, active in Third 

World politicking, particularly of the anticom-

munist variety. 

And Bishop Paul Marcinkus of the Vatican 

Bank. 

Soon, these prelates and others would become 

suspect in one of the more sensational assassina-

tions of the twentieth century, if indeed it was 

an assassination. 

On August 6, 1978, Pope Paul VI died. The  

former Cardinal Montini, he had been a staunch 

anticommunist from his earliest days as a papal 
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nuncio in Germany during the First World War, 

and then as a Secretary of State under Pope Pius 

XII, a man called by some “Hitler’s Pope.” In his 

role as Secretary of State, Cardinal Montini was 

able to create Vatican passports to help some  

Nazi war criminals escape justice after the war. 

As Pope Paul VI, he extended his anticommunist 

reach even as he reaffirmed a hard-line conserva-

tive approach to the Church. Bishop Marcinkus 

became his right-hand man, first serving as the 

Pope’s bodyguard and interpreter, and later find-

ing himself in charge of the Vatican’s finances. P2 

was using these resources—and its wide network 

of intelligence agents, Mafia crime lords, and as-

sassins-for-hire—to subvert leftist governments 

in Europe and Latin America. When the Pope 

died, there was no reason to fear that anything 

would change. 

Except that on August 26, 1978, a mild Ital-

ian by the name of Albino Luciani had been 

elected Pope and chose the name Pope John Paul 

I as his Papal identity. 

Thirty-three days later he would be dead. 

There was automatic suspicion that the death 

of John Paul I was not due to natural causes. 

The new Pope had expressed a desire to rid the 

Vatican of Masonic influences. A firm believer 

that Freemasonry was inimical to everything 
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Roman Catholicism stands for, the Pope was 

determined  to make sure that any cardinal or  

bishop who had membership in the Masonic so-

cieties would give up that membership or be ex-

communicated. 

Even further, the new Pope wanted to clean 

house at the Vatican Bank. He was appalled at 

the way it was being run by Bishop Marcinkus 

and his P2 cronies. He began sending out sig-

nals that a new Pope and a new way of running 

the Church had now arrived in Rome, and the 

scoundrels and evildoers had best beware. 

At the time of Pope John Paul I’s death only  

weeks after his election, the principal suspects in 

a conspiracy to have him killed were all conve-

niently out of the country. That did not save them, 

however, for the Vatican Banking Scandal—and 

the P2 scandal—would break, sending bankers, 

spies, assassins, and occultists scurrying for cover. 

When it was all over, P2 banker Roberto Calvi 

was dead in London, and Michele Sindona was 

arrested in the United States. Bishop Marcinkus 

found himself under a warrant for his arrest, 

and had to stay within the sanctuary of Vatican 

City for years in order to avoid being picked up 

by the Italian authorities and indicted for his role 

in the affair (he passed away in February 2006 at 

age 84). 
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The Vatican Banking Scandal involved a 

scheme to use Church funds to finance question-

able activities and to prop up an ailing Italian  

bank for use as a money-laundering machine. 

This could only have been possible with the as-

sistance of someone “inside” the Vatican Bank, 

and that inside man was Bishop Paul Marcinkus. 

Some of the funds that were diverted through 

the Vatican banking system were used to sup-

port the militant right-wing, anticommunist 

agenda of P2 and to finance assassinations of  

prominent leftists both in Europe and abroad. 

P2 had members and friends not only in Italy or 

even in Europe, but also in North and South 

America. In the United States, Gelli’s main con-

tact was Paul Guarino, who was influential in 

raising funds for the Republican Party among 

Italian-Americans. In Latin America, P2 had its 

base in Montevideo, Uruguay, and another in 

Buenos Aires, where P2’s influential members 

included one of the more sinister of Argentine  

statesmen, José Lopez Rega, head of an Argen-

tine death squad and nicknamed el brujo, the 

magician, due to his involvement in magic and 

the occult. Gelli himself had been a close friend 

of Juan Peron, the Argentine dictator who prac-

tically bankrupt his own country to finance his 
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excesses, and who was a protector of Nazi war 

criminals who fled to his country at the end of 

World War II. 

Thus, we see that regardless of the Church’s 

official stand on Freemasonry, occultism, secret 

societies, and the like, within the Church hierar-

chy there has always been a fascination with— 

and tolerance for—the black arts. These “black 

arts” do not only involve the summoning of de-

mons and the performance of the Black Mass; 

in this day and age it also involves revolutions, 

assassinations, and money-laundering. The wide-

ranging network of the P2 Masonic Lodge— 

numbering at least 950 persons or, according 

to estimates by the Italian Secret Service, more 

than two thousand worldwide—used all the trap-

pings and ceremonial ritual of magic and initia-

tion to bring together businessmen, politicians, 

generals, and spies in a clandestine occult Order 

that did not hesitate to use violence and mur-

der as part of its “rituals.” In the years since the 

breaking of the P2 scandal, the intelligence 

agencies of various countries have discovered 

that car bombings, political assassinations, and 

terrorist attacks throughout Europe and Latin 

America can be laid at the door of Licio Gelli 

and P2. It has been said that there was a con-
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nection between P2 and the Opus Dei organiza-

tion (made famous in Dan Brown’s novel, The 
Da Vinci Code), as it appears Opus Dei funds 

were used in some cases to prop up P2 member 

Roberto Calvi’s Banco Ambrosiano before he 

mysteriously died in London, hanging from un-

der a bridge that was itself linked to Masonic 

lore. Calvi claimed he had promised the fabu-

lously wealthy and secretive Opus Dei better 

access to the Vatican in return for the funds he 

needed to keep his money-laundering machine 

running. The fact that the next Pope, John 

Paul II, would raise Opus Dei’s status as an 

organization answerable only to him at the 

time the Italian authorities were handing out 

indictments in the banking scandal, only af-

firms the connection. 

The Da Vinci Code, then, doesn’t tell the 

whole story. Opus Dei, from its origins in fascist 

Spain and its heavy involvement with dictator 

Generalissimo Francisco Franco—having at one 

time three of its members in Franco’s cabinet—is 

an important element of the tale, but P2 offers 

us a far more revealing exposé of what took 

place (and continues to take place) behind the 

closed doors of the Church. And once we begin 

studying P2, we are forced to undertake a study 
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of Freemasonry . . . and once we have done that, 

we are back among the magicians, the sorcerers, 

the spell-casters, and all the hideous panoply of 

the Black Mass and Papal magic. 



THE MOST DIABOLIC 
OF GRIMOIRES 

“The Grimoire of Honorius is perhaps the 
most frankly diabolical of all the Rituals 
connected with Black Magic . . .” 

A. E. Waite, 

The Book of Black Magic and of Pacts 

This is the environment in which we confront 

the Grimoire of Pope Honorius III. Said to have 

been first published in 1670, at the height of the 

La Voisin Affair, when infants were being sacri-

ficed almost daily during Black Masses per-

formed for desperate housewives and royal 

mistresses, the grimoire becomes less and less of 

an anomaly and more plausible as a workbook to 

be used by Catholic priests involved in occult 



71  PAPAL MAGIC 

practices. 

The version we have before us is, indeed, dated 

1670, and in Rome no less. However, it is in 

French, and only in French. I have been unable 

to locate an original version published in Italian, 

or Latin, or any other tongue. For that reason, 

and for other internal evidence that will become 

clear as we go along, I must assume that the gri-

moire was initially a French production, casting 

doubt on whether Honorius III would have writ-

ten it. However, that is not to say that Honorius 

III would not have made use of it or, indeed, that 

other of his cardinals, bishops, or priests would 

not have made use of it. 

Before we continue, however, let us look at  

the book’s structure. 

The first section of the grimoire is a typical 

sorcerer’s manual, consisting of rituals to be per-

formed on certain days and to certain spiritual 

forces. There are many requirements involving 

the celebration of the Mass, the use of sacra-

ments, and the invocation of Jesus and the Holy 

Trinity. There can be no doubt that this manual’s 

intended use was as a companion to a priest’s 

Rituale Romanum: that collection of prayers, rit-

uals, and exorcisms that is a standard volume in 

every priest’s library. 

However, this section is then followed by two 
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more, and these give us a greater insight as to the 

book’s intended audience, for the first section is 

concerned with finding treasure and affairs of 

the heart (or, at least, the loins), while the third 

section is concerned only with spells to protect  

crops and livestock. It is this last section that 

gives us some evidence of the age of the grimoire 

and its provenance. 

As someone who has been translating French 

grimoires for many years now, I can say that this 

volume presented some of the greatest challenges. 

While the first two sections were easy enough to 

render into English, the last section proved more 

formidable. This was for two reasons: (a) it is con-

cerned largely with animals, livestock, and crops, 

which have their own jargon and unique nomen-

clatures, particularly among the French peasant 

class; and (b) some of the terms used in this sec-

tion are no longer current in modern French us-

age. I needed recourse to dictionaries that were 

at least two hundred to three hundred years 

old, and thankfully I was able to find these in-

valuable resources and solve some minor problems 

with the text. However, what this demonstrated 

to me was that the author of this grimoire was 

living and writing prior to the nineteenth cen-

tury and most likely no later than the mid-

eighteenth century, making the grimoire’s alleged 
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publication date of 1670 rather more plausible. 

Further, the emphasis on spells to protect live-

stock implies that this grimoire—or those specific 

parts of it—found use in the French countryside 

and not in the cities, and indeed could have come 

from other, more popular books on folk magic 

and simply been added to the grimoire, since there 

is virtually nothing in this last section that has 

anything at all to do with the first, more heavily 

clerical and ceremonial section. 

A look at the Sworn Book of Honorius— 

another, much older grimoire believed to have 

been the inspiration for the Grimoire of Pope 
Honorius III—shows us a striking similarity 

between the two. Each of these grimoires begins 

with a meeting of magicians in Rome. In the 

case of the Sworn Book, this meeting takes place 

as a reaction to Papal hostility to magic, the ma-

gicians gathering to determine what to do to 

preserve their mysterious art. In the case of the 

Honorius III grimoire, however, this convoca-

tion is summoned by the Pope himself, and the 

rest of the grimoire proceeds without further 

explanation or introduction. 

Another version of the Grimoire of Pope Hon-
orius III has a more detailed introduction. It 

also has Honorius the Great summoning the ma-

gicians to Rome, but in this case there is what 
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appears to be a Papal Bull attached in which the 

practice of magic is defended on canonical 

grounds, by citing Matthew 16:15-19—“I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  

Whatever you seal on earth shall be sealed in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

unbound in heaven”—and by further mentioning 

the miracles accomplished by Jesus as detailed in 

the Gospels and his subsequent passing on his 

power and authority to St. Peter, the first in a long 

line of Popes. 

These Biblical proof texts are taken as canoni-

cal precedent for the use, by priests, of occultism 

and magic. As the priests must be exorcists, and 

as the rite of Extreme Unction (more commonly 

known as “Last Rites”) was originally designed 

to be a ritual to heal the sick, it would seem that 

the performance of supernatural acts would come 

under the aegis of the Church and its priesthood. 

In fact, the Church recognizes the validity of its 

own sacraments when performed by a validly 

ordained priest, regardless of whether that priest 

is saintly or corrupt: in other words, a super-

natural power has been passed to him via the rit-

ualof ordination—of the laying-on of hands—and 

every ritual he performs, including the all-im-

portant rite of transubstantiation that takes place 

during the Mass—when bread and wine are trans-
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formed into the body and blood, respectively, of 

Jesus Christ—is considered valid and efficacious 

no matter the individual priest’s holiness or lack 

thereof. This view is what has opened the door 

to the abuse of the sacraments by validly or-

dained priests who then defile them in acts such 

as the Black Mass or in the rituals of the gri-

moire that follows. Blasphemous they may be, 

hideous and heretical they are; they are nonethe-

less powerful when performed by a priest of  

whose ordination the Church has undertaken and 

approved. 

(In the Eastern Orthodox churches—the 

churches of Greece, Russia, the Slavic, Middle 

Eastern, and some African countries—this view-

point is considered rather senseless. A priest and 

even a bishop is not considered possessed of the 

requisite sacramental power and ability unless he 

is in full conformance with the canons and with 

his parish or diocese. He must be in full harmony 

with the ecclesiastical community, else any rituals 

he performs are automatically invalid. This com-

plete difference in approach to the sacraments is 

one of the stumbling blocks preventing unifica-

tion of the Eastern and Western churches.) 

Once the canonicity or religious legality of the 

idea that priests can be magicians has been es-

tablished, then the grimoires go straight to the 
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rituals themselves. Invariably, these involve the 

conjuration of particular spirits for specific days 

of the week. This idea goes back to the time of 

ancient Babylon, when the seven “planets”—the 

Sun, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn—each held sway over one day of the 

week. This idea became more finely tuned when 

specific hours of specific days were assigned to 

the planets. In the grimoire we have before us, in 

fact, the reader is directed to the tables of plane-

tary hours as published in Agrippa’s Three Books 
of Occult Philosophy, thus assuming a level of 

acquaintance with other occult literature. 

Each planet has rulership over particular 

human events. For instance, Tuesday’s spirit is 

Nambrot and believed to be able to raise the 

operator “in honor and dignity.” The planet of 

Tuesday is Mars, and the symbol for Mars is 

found in the center of the Seal of Nambrot, with 

his name written around the circle. 

A problem with this particular text is the con-

juration for Monday, dedicated to the Moon and 

to Trinitas (“Trinity”); however, the conjuration 

makes no mention of Trinitas but is instead di-

rected to Lucifer. The Seal of Trinitas also has  

the name Lucifer written around the circle. Yet, 

the phrase written around the Seal—Prohibeo te 
Lucifer in nomine sanctissime (“I restrain you, 
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Lucifer, in the most holy name”)—indicates that 

the operator is to summon Lucifer and exert his 

authority over him. The implication we can take 

from this is that the spirits of the remaining six 

days are also demons, and we would be correct 

for we have Astaroth—widely recognized in all 

the grimoires as a powerful demon—as the spirit 

to be evoked on Wednesday. Astaroth is the sur-

vival into modern times of an ancient Mesopota-

mian goddess, Ishtar of the Babylonians and 

Inanna of the Sumerians. (There is also some dis-

cussion among scholars as to whether or not 

Ishtar/Astaroth is another form of Asherah, a 

presumed Middle Eastern deity who was be-

lieved to be the consort of Yahweh, the God of 

the Jewish people.) 

A perusal of the seven days and their spirits 

will orient the reader in the particular system 

used in this grimoire; but before the conjurations 

can take place, a number of preparatory rituals 

must be performed. The most important of these 

is the creation of a magic circle. 

The standard feature of virtually every gri-

moire (with the exception of the Book of Abra-
melin the Mage and perhaps a very few others) 

is that the magic circle is the sacred, protective 

area within which the magician—and any as-

sistants—must stand. Once the ceremony is be-
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gun, the magician is not to leave the circle for 

any reason whatsoever until the spirits who have 

been conjured have been told to depart. Should 

the spirit or spirits still remain outside the circle, 

dire consequences would follow for the magi-

cian. 

The magic circle represents a place between 

the worlds—the two worlds of normal, waking 

reality and the world of the unseen. It is a tan-

gent point between them, between heaven and 

earth or between this world and the next. At this 

nexus the magician confronts the realm of spir-

its, angels, and demons. To some authors, this 

represents the magician’s confrontation with 

his or her own unconscious mind; indeed, pa-

tients undergoing depth analysis with the fa-

mous Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung were 

known to paint elaborate magic circles, or man-

dalas, representing their successful path to spiri-

tual integration. For the ceremonial magician, 

the magic circle is not the end point but the 

starting point, since the magician’s approach to 

psychic material is proactive rather than passive. 

The magician does not wait for the results of 

years’ of psychoanalysis, but rather dives into 

the psyche with all the tools available. The sum-

moning of spirits such as Lucifer and Astaroth 

may represent attempts to confront important 
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psychic complexes buried deep within the un-

conscious mind. These confrontations are nec-

essarily dangerous, and the care taken in the 

creation of the magic circle repays the effort in 

the end because it is a highly visible reminder 

of the magician’s security, safety, and identity in 

the face of unimaginable terror, as well as repre-

senting a tangible effort to delineate a “safe place” 

from which to examine the monstrosities that 

dwell beneath the surface of our dreams and 

nightmares. 

The grimoire states that “before beginning 

any conjuration, one must take great care in 

making the Circle and censing it.” As there is no 

other clarification of this, let us make it now. 

Aside from the care needed in making the Cir-

cle—something we have already discussed—the 

requirement that it be censed is not to be ignored. 

Incense is not used merely to perfume the area or 

give it a “churchlike” atmosphere. The role of 

incense is quite important in occult ritual. Differ-

ent scents have different properties (considered 

psychologically), and the various planets have in-

censes particular to them. Thus, for the Moon 

one might burn camphor; for Venus it may be 

sandalwood or even (in the opinion of New Or-

leans hoodoo workers) patchouli. The sense of 

smell is the least developed in modern humanity, 
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but it is an ancient one and a crucial sense among 

the rest of the animal kingdom. Although we are 

not always conscious of the effect of smell on our 

psyches, it is only necessary to describe the mech-

anism of olfaction: when we smell something, 

like an incense, we actually ingest particles of it 

through our noses. We are, in a sense, consuming 

the thing that is smelled. There is a chemical re-

action, and the nervous system is thereby af-

fected, which means the brain and the psyche are 

also affected. 

The association of different smells with differ-

ent planets, for instance, is a kind of mnemonic 

device. Once the brain has been “trained” to rec-

ognize and differentiate the different odors of 

sanctity, it is an easy thing to summon the appro-

priate spirits. This effect is magnified if we also 

take into consideration the different colors appro-

priate to the individual planets: thus combining 

two senses, that of smell with that of sight. Add 

to this the appropriate incantations, and the sense 

of sound is added to the mechanism that is our 

ritual. This has the effect of blotting out ideas, 

memories, and concepts that are not part of the 

planetary complex we are invoking and making 

the invocation of the planetary spirit much 

easier. 

This idea is not alien to the Church. For cen-
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turies the ecclesiastical calendar has specified 

that the priest wear vestments of certain colors 

for certain types of saint, for martyrs, virgins, 

etc. For the Feast of Good Friday, the church is 

usually draped in purple, and the crucifix and 

all other icons covered in purple veils. Easter, of 

course, is gold and white; etc. The association 

of colors with spiritual concepts has been used 

by both the Church and the magicians, and for 

the same ends: to impress the psyches of all 

concerned and to remove extraneous thoughts, 

ideas, etc. 

One further aspect of the use of incense dur-

ing the ceremonies has been little understood or 

remarked upon, and we remedy that now. 

Spiritual forces generally require a “mate-

rial basis” to manifest themselves visibly in our 

world. In the popular imagination, this is some-

times provided in the form of a trance medium 

or “channeler” who allows his or her body and 

nervous system to become the instrument of 

the spirit. In other cases, such as that of demonic 

possession, the spirit—a demon, in this case— 

possesses the body and nervous system of 

someone without their permission. In still other 

cases, such as that of Haitian voudon, the devo-

tees may be temporarily possessed by one of their 

gods for the duration of the ceremony. We 
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may say that, in all of these cases, human beings 

have acted as the material basis for spiritual 

forces to manifest visibly in our world. 

However, there are less drastic means avail-

able. 

The use of clouds of incense smoke, for in-

stance, enables weak spiritual forces to appear 

visibly since they are able—perhaps through the 

properties of a kind of magnetism of which we 

are unaware—to draw the smoke around them-

selves, as it were, in a kind of cloak. This is simi-

lar to the way we rub a pencil over a piece of 

paper to reveal what has been written over it be-

fore. 

Spiritual forces use this method a great deal. 

We are always told, for instance, to ignore the 

wailing of the wind. “It’s only the wind,” we are 

told. Nothing to fear. However, the wind can 

be used as a material basis, and the sounds 

that so approximate the howling of tormented 

souls—and can be scientifically measured as 

effects caused by the wind whistling through 

tree branches, etc.—may also be used by spiri-

tual forces as a means of communication. The 

modulation of that sound may be caused by  

forces, resulting in intelligible words or phrases 

that even the judicious application of the Fast 

Fourier Transform would not have been able to 
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predict. 

Therefore, when a rite of ceremonial magic is 

being performed, everything must be recorded 

and given equal weight. Every sensory experi-

ence may represent a form of weak communica-

tion with the forces being evoked. Taken together, 

these experiences may communicate something 

important indeed. 

The instructions given in this grimoire are 

sparse. We are given the design of a magic circle, 

and for the individual seals of the planetary de-

mons; we are given the conjurations themselves, 

one for each of the four quarters (east, south, west 

and north), and additional conjurations when the 

first ones don’t work. The assumption is that the 

reader is experienced in the art of magic and can 

fill in any missing data from his own prior expe-

rience. 

There are only one or two brief additional 

instructions, but they are of the utmost impor-

tance. The first is that the magician does not leave 

the magic circle until the spirits have been told to 

leave, what is known as the “license to depart.” 

Failure to observe this admonition would result 

in the destruction of the magician, according to 

occult tradition. There is a reason for this, and 

if we follow the reasoning we have been using 

to explain the other occult requirements, this one 
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becomes easier to understand. 

Summoning a spiritual force has a psycho-

logical analogue. If the magic circle represents the 

whole, integrated psyche of the magician, then 

spiritual forces appearing outside of it repre-

sent individual aspects of the psyche confronted 

separately: elements of complexes, neuroses, psy-

choses, etc., in the Freudian sense, or perhaps 

archetypes in the Jungian sense. To leave the 

safety of the circle while these elements are still 

“separate” and apart would expose the magician 

to a kind of psychotic break. The license to de-

part—the words spoken to permit the spiritual 

forces to leave the area—are the equivalent of 

permitting these forces to reintegrate, to become 

absorbed back into the magician’s unconscious.  

To ignore this injunction is to permit these forces 

to have a separate existence outside the magi-

cian’s unconscious, which is the same as saying 

that the unconscious material has surfaced and is 

taking over the magician’s life. As an analogue, 

imagine getting angry and then staying angry 

forever. Normally, we find ways to neutralize our 

emotions, either through therapy or the simple 

passage of time. Anyone who stays permanently 

angry—consciously angry—will soon perish. 

In the case of demonic evocations, one con-

fronts a sickening manifestation of evil. As any 
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exorcist will tell you, the experience of facing— 

and struggling with—these forces is tantamount 

to a waking nightmare, one that seems endless 

and at times almost hopeless. To deliberately evoke 

these forces, then, one must be possessed of a 

powerful character, unshakable, determined, and 

courageous: precisely the same personality that is 

expected of the exorcist. 

And this leads us to the next injunction to be 

found in the grimoire: that the operator must 

take the attitude towards the demons that a mas-

ter takes towards a servant—the assumption that 

one is in charge, in power, and that the other is 

wholly dependent and eager to carry out any or-

ders. This, of course, is the same attitude to be 

taken by the Catholic priest during an exorcism. 

At first this seems like a paradox. First, one 

arranges the ceremony—the magic circle, the 

candles, the incense, the incantations—to “trick” 

the unconscious mind into behaving a certain 

way. Yet, at the same time, one must take a com-

pletely authoritarian attitude towards the spirits 

thus evoked. One must be the analyst and the 

patient, simultaneously. That is why the perfor-

mance of ceremonial magic is not for everyone. 

More important, the instructions make it  

quite clear that this first section is intended for 

use by a Catholic priest. Mention is made of the 
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need for the consecrated Host, for the celebration 

of Mass, for an altar stone on which some of the 

seals are placed, for the use of a stole, etc. Alone 

of all the grimoires, that of Pope Honorius III is 

definitely a clergyman’s grimoire. 

However, in spite of this fact, the rest of the 

grimoire reads like a typical magician’s manual. 

The only difference between Honorius and, say, 

the Keys of Solomon is the occasional reference 

to something that must be done by a priest. Oth-

erwise, the rituals are virtually identical in the 

casting of a magic circle, the conjurations, the 

numerous demons and spirits with their respec-

tive seals, and the license to depart. Thus, the 

basic technology is the same. An enterprising 

magician who was not a priest might be able to 

use Honorius—or the conjurations and seals 

within Honorius—within his or her own magi-

cal framework. As A. E. Waite says in his review 

of the book, “the profanations of the mysteries 

of religion prescribed by the Grimoire of Hono-
rius are not intentional profanations, and may 

be condoned to that extent. Their purpose is not 

outrage, but increase of efficacy.” 

Increase of efficacy. The system is more pow-

erful because of the Catholic ritual employed, 

and even more so if the rituals are performed by 

a priest. 
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Aleister Crowley, while not an ordained Cath-

olic priest, was also sensitive to the efficacy of 

the Christian ritual. During one of his occult 

operations in which he assumed the advanced 

degree of Magus, he crucified a toad in imitation 

of the Crucifixion of Jesus; before this, however, 

he baptized the animal according to Christian 

tradition. This meant that the toad was, at least 

somehow nominally, a Christian, and that its 

crucifixion would be seen as genuine. Baptism, 

Crowley knew, was the one sacrament that could 
be performed by a layperson. According to Cath-

olic law, a layperson may baptize an infant in 
extremis: if the baby is in danger of dying and 

there is no clergyman around. Thus, he took this 

law as precedent, as the toad was, most certainly, 

in danger of death! As for the crucifixion itself, 

that was never a sacrament (of course) but had 

been committed by laypersons, Roman soldiers 

in fact, so Crowley was on somewhat safer 

ground there. 

Crucifixion is an essential element of the ini-

tiation structure of the Golden Dawn, the Eng-

lish secret society in which Aleister Crowley was 

first initiated, and represented its highest de-

gree, that of the Adeptus Minor, in which the 

initiate is literally crucified (using rope instead 

of nails). In addition, Crowley had been brought 



88 Simon 

up as a devout Christian, a member of the 

Plymouth Brethren sect. Christianity was easily 

Crowley’s personal demon, for he eventually as-

sumed the title “the Great Beast 666” in emula-

tion of the satanic figure in the Book of Revelation 

and in an attempt to set himself up as the antith-

esis of Christianity, calling the religion represen-

tative of the Old Aeon and the Old Order, which 

he, Crowley, was overthrowing in favor of the 

New Aeon. 

This did not stop members of his occult groups 

from seeking out priests and bishops, however. 

They wished to become ordained as valid priests, 

and consecrated as valid bishops, and sought out 

a variety of shadowy churches that claimed just 

such validity. Today, the various versions of the 

Gnostic Catholic Church are all allied to Crow-

ley’s cult, and yet all claim to have valid Catholic 

sacraments; thereby proving the belief in magi-

cians of the Western world that there is an inher-

ent power in the Church, a power that extends 

to the nethermost reaches of hell as well as to the 

empyrean heights of heaven. 

The Grimoire of Pope Honorius III is further 

proof of this pragmatic—if unholy—perspective. 

Just as the Parisian sorceress La Voisin needed  

genuine Catholic priests to perform her hideous 

Black Masses—replete with human sacrifice— 



89  PAPAL MAGIC 

the author of this grimoire knew that its efficacy 

lay in its being used by an ordained priest; or, 

saving that, one could be in partnership with a 

priest who would supply the necessary materials 

and celebrate the necessary Masses on behalf of 

the magician. 

The second section of the grimoire deals with 

the relatively petty and mundane goals of the 

greedy and socially inept magician of any age. It 

focuses on acquiring wealth (usually in the form 

of buried treasure) and women (much against 

their will). There is no requirement that one suc-

cessfully perform all the rituals in the first sec-

tion in order to use the second section; indeed, it 

is a wonder that the two sections are in the same 

book. Yet, they are curious and deserve a closer 

look, if only to raise some questions of a purely 

sociological nature. 

If a magician has been successful in the mun-

dane world and established himself or herself fi-

nancially and socially, the recipes given in section 

two seem hardly worth the candle. Is the implica-

tion, then, that the audience for this little manual 

is composed of the disenfranchised, the lost, the 

impoverished? Just so. The attraction of magic is 

the attraction of any get-rich-quick scheme: say 

the magic word and win one hundred dollars. By 

and large, grimoires are sold to young and des-
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perate men and women who feel that if they could 

see through the thin fabric of reality to a deeper 

level, all the secrets of the wealthy, healthy, and 

wise would be revealed to them. There is a sense 

of paranoia haunting these pages, an idea that  

reality is not what it seems and that the rich are 

having a laugh at the expense of the poor. While 

this may be so, there is no guarantee that a life-

time of perusing medieval grimoires would solve 

that problem for anyone. 

Combine this with a connection to the Church, 

one of the wealthiest and most powerful of the 

world’s organizations, and you have an irresist-

ible product, for it confirms what many of the 

disenfranchised already feel: that the Church is 

somehow in league with the devil. How else to 

explain the gold, the silver, the richness of the 

cathedrals, the splendor of the vestments, the 

majesty of the pipe organ . . . all in the midst 

of poverty-stricken villages in the developing  

countries of the world? It must be some kind 

of sick joke, they think; otherwise, there is a se-

cret—something cynical, something ultimately 

pragmatic and dangerous—encoded in the very 

structure and scripture of the Church, a secret 

that one may discover, and thereby reach a level 

of power equal to that of the village priest, the 

town monsignor, the city bishop, the capital’s 
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cardinal. 

Thus the legend of Father Sauniere of the small 

French hamlet of Rennes-le-Chateau, the man  

who inadvertently started the whole Da Vinci 
Code furor. According to the story as told in 

Holy Blood, Holy Grail, Sauniere discovered 

something hidden in the village’s church, some-

thing so powerful and dangerous that he brought 

it to Rome and somehow came back to his vil-

lage a rich—and somewhat deranged—man. The 

church he had restored was filled with arcane  

symbols and frightening touches. The opinion of 

the authors of the book is that Sauniere discov-

ered the truth about Jesus and the Crucifixion, 

and the survival of Jesus and his bloodline 

through his purported marriage to Mary Mag-

dalene and their subsequent escape as a family 

to France. It was a secret that would topple the 

Church if revealed and shown to be true, and 

thus Dan Brown takes off in fiction where the 

nonfiction Holy Blood, Holy Grail left off: with 

a series of murders perpetrated by a group within 

the Church to keep Sauniere’s secret hidden for 

all time. 

While Judaism has its own secret tradition— 

known popularly as the Kabbalah, which 

claims to be able to “decode” the Bible and to 

reveal hidden mysteries in the Hebrew letters 
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and their arrangements in the Five Books of 

Moses—Christianity never claimed to have any-

thing like it. The mysteries of Christianity are 

there for all to see: the death and resurrection 

of Jesus being the most potent of them all. 

However, the Christian Bible is based on the 

Jewish Scriptures, and if mysteries are encoded 

in the Jewish Scriptures, then they are also en-

coded in the Christian Bible. 

This led a school of philosophers of the fif-

teenth and sixteenth centuries (and later) to posit 

the existence of a Christian Kabbalah: taking 

the Jewish Kabbalah and applying its technology 

to the Gospels, using the Kabbalistic systems of 

the rabbis to further explain and clarify the mys-

teries of Jesus and his followers. This led directly 

to the formation of the Masonic rituals and to 

other occult, secret societies in the seventeenth, 

eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, such as the 

Rosicrucians, the Brotherhood of Light, and the 

Golden Dawn. 

The lure of secret knowledge—which means, 

after all, secret power—would have been attrac-

tive to the priests, bishops, and cardinals who 

eventually became embroiled not only in the Ma-

sonic intrigues of Propaganda Due and the Car-

bonari, but also in the practice of ceremonial 

magic. The grimoires are perhaps the best exam-
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ple of practical “Christian Kabbalah” that we 

have, for they blend Jewish and Gnostic words of 

power along with typical Christian references to 

the Holy Trinity and the Virgin Mother. To a 

conservative Catholic clergyman, this juxtaposi-

tion of the sacred and profane would have been 

blasphemous; but to desperate priests and bish-

ops in search of the perfect tool to defend the 

Church against its most bitter secular enemies— 

from the Huns to the Cathars to the Commu-

nists—the lure of this secret knowledge would 

prove to be too great. It would be greater still for 

those left outside the ecclesiastical mainstream, 

who would see in the second section of the gri-

moire shortcuts to wealth, women, and power. 

As many priests were virtually sold into the semi-

naries at a young age to satisfy a parental vow or 

forge a political union, they would have been re-

sentful towards the Church and its rules. They 

would have seen in the grimoires a means of re-

volt against the pious philosophy that had been 

shoved down their throats by evil, vainglorious, 

and hypocritical men. A priest without noble 

birth or noble patrons would soon find himself in 

pathetic circumstances, abandoned in some rural 

backwater. The grimoires held out the promise of 

more. Much more. 

The third section of the grimoire in front of 
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us deals exclusively with items of interest only to 

farmers and herders. In fact, it could stand alone 

as a kind of folk magic spellbook with very little 

in common with ceremonial magic or Catholi-

cism, aside from occasional references to the  

Trinity and the Virgin Mother and the abun-

dance of prayers in a kind of gobbledygook Latin. 

It references a particularly powerful local healer 

known as Guidon, who is described as pious and 

totally focused on repelling evil spells cast against 

cattle and crops. This section of the grimoire may 

actually be the oldest, as some of the vocabulary 

is antique, leading me to speculate that it may 

have been added to the Honorius grimoire as a 

kind of afterthought. It is included here for the 

sake of completeness, and as an intellectual curi-

osity, nothing more. 

We should say, of course, that the stipulation 

that applies to the first section applies equally to 

the following two: a Catholic priest would be the 

most efficacious operator, since the require-

ments indicate that a knowledge of Latin and a 

close working relationship with the Church’s 

rituals would be optimum. The arcane words and 

phrases have been left intact in all the incanta-

tions and conjurations. No attempt has been 

made  to  clean them up in any way. People fa-

miliar with the grimoires and the traditions of 
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ceremonial magic know that it is dangerous for 

the noninitiate to try to change as much as a 

single word in any of the conjurations. There-

fore, we have left them as we found them. In 

some places, we have made suggestions or clari-

fications, but otherwise the grimoire as you have 

it is intact. 

So, for now let us take a closer look at this 

“most diabolical” of grimoires. 





SECTION II  

Grimoire of 
Pope Honorius III 

With a collection of 
the greatest secrets of the magical art 

And practices 
Against evil spells 

Rome, 1670 





FOREWORD 

Having summoned magicians from every cor-

ner of the world, Honorius the Great asked them 

to come to Rome, in safety, which could not be 

done without great difficulty, as much for the 

insecurity of the roads as for the wickedness 

of the spirits. They were, in effect, attacked by 

rains and horrible snows in the countryside be-

fore they could arrive in Rome, where they met, 

all together in that place. 

One of these was Hierosme Adam, who came 

from the Duchy of Milan, where he lived in a 

thick forest. After the conjuration of the Book 

of Conjurations, he himself, in Rome, performed 

this operation of conversing with spirits. 
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CONJURATION OF THE BOOK 

This must be done immediately after the con-

secration of the Bread and Wine1. 

One says the following words: 

I conjure you, O Book, that you be profitable 
to those who use you in all their affairs + I con-
jure you, by the power of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, that is contained in the chalice, that you 
be good to them who read you. 

It is necessary to conjure and exorcise the 

present Book in the above fashion three times in 

honor of the Very Holy Trinity, after finishing 

Mass.2 

THAT WHICH MUST BE DONE IN MAKING 

THE CIRCLE OF PROTECTION 

For every evocation of a spirit, you must be 

enclosed within a circle. 

Say the following formula: 

I make the circle to control and restrain the 
Evil One, in the name of the Father +, and the 
Son +, and the Holy Spirit +, so that it will be 
impossible for him to penetrate the circle, so 
that he will be unable to harm anyone whatso-
ever. 

1 Evidently by the priest celebrating Mass. 

2 An indication that this is to be done by a priest. 
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Fig. 1 

This circle and those that follow are to be 

traced on the ground with charcoal of the wil-

low tree or, barring that, with chalk. 

The names of the hours and the Angels that 

preside over them will be found in the Ritual of 
High Magic by H. C. Agrippa.3 

GENERAL CONJURATION OF THE SPIRITS 

In the name of the Father + and of the Son + 
and of the Holy Spirit. Rise, spirits by the virtue 
and strength of your King, by the seven crowns 
of your Kings, and by the chains with which all 
the Spirits of Hell are constrained. 

3 This table is to be found in the Appendix. 
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You are compelled, N. [indicate the name of 

the Spirit desired], to come before me, outside 
the circle, to answer my questions, to make and 
to accomplish all that I will ask of you accord-
ing to the power that has been given to me.4 

Come now, Spirits, from the East and the West, 
to make N. come before me. Spirits, I conjure 
you and command you by the virtue and power 
of He who is in Three Persons co-eternal and 
co-equal, who is God invisible and consubstan-
tial, who has created heaven and earth and all 
things that are in them by a single Word. 

After this general conjuration make the four 

following conjurations, which are: the first to 

the King of the East, the second to the King of the 

West, the third to the King of the South, the fourth 

to the King of the North. 

FIRST SPECIAL CONJURATION 

O Maimon, very powerful King of the East, I 
call you and invoke you to this holy work that 
I do. I conjure you by the power of all the names 
of Divinity and, by virtue of the Most High, I 
command you to send me promptly and without 
delay N. to answer to all that I may ask of him 
or to come yourself to satisfy my will. If you do 

4 Supposedly, by the fact of his ordination. 
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not do this promptly I will constrain you by the 
virtue and the power of God. I will force you to 
come and respond to all that I wish of you. 

SECOND SPECIAL CONJURATION 

O King Amaymon, very victorious, who 
reigns at Noon, I call you and invoke you by all 
the holy names of God. Come with all your 
power and hasten to send me N. before the cir-
cle, else I constrain you by the virtue and the 
power of the Divine Majesty, by the virtue of 
the Most Holy and Most Supreme. Quickly sat-
isfy my will and cause no trouble, or come  
yourself to respond favorably to all that I ask. 

THIRD SPECIAL CONJURATION 

O King Paymon, most strong, who reigns over 
and dominates the Western Lands, I call you by 
all the names of the Divinity and I conjure you to 
send me N. promptly before the circle that it will 
answer to all that I shall demand. If you do not 
do this, I will torment you with the sword of di-
vine fire and increase your sufferings. 

FOURTH SPECIAL CONJURATION 

O Egin, King and Emperor of the Northern 
Parts, I call and invoke you, I exorcise and con-
jure you, by the strength of the Creator and by 
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the virtue of all virtues. I wish that you are not 
late to send to me, in fair and human form,  
N. . . .

Having called twice, you will then say: 

Come, give the honor that you must to the 
true and living God, your Creator, in the name 
of the Father + and of the Son + and of the Holy 
Spirit +. Come now and be obedient before the 
circle, without danger to me either of body or of 
spirit. Come in human and fair form and, no 
less terrible, by all the divine names I adjure 
you, that you are summoned to come here im-
mediately. Thesiel Barachiel, if you do not come 
promptly Bolcades suspensus vis ava achare per-

galium gaspar, conaootum enim siribam toitee 

N. . . . I exorcise you +. In invoking you, I com-
mand you by the power of the one Living God +, 
the one True God + and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit +, thus by the virtue of He who spoke 
and all things were created: heaven, earth, the 
sea, the deeps, and all that are in them; I adjure 
you by the Father + by the Son + by the Holy 
Spirit + and by the Holy Trinity and by the God 
that none may resist, to whose empire I will 
make you yield. I conjure you by God the Fa-
ther + by God the Son + by God the Holy Spirit +, 
by the mother of Jesus Christ, eternal virgin, by 
her holiness, by her purity, by her virginity, by 
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her fertility, by her childbirth, by her virginal 
loins and by her holy breasts, by her holy en-
trails, by the most holy milk with which the son 
of the eternal Father was nourished, by her holy 
soul and by all the precious members of that 
virgin and by all her sorrows, passions, afflic-
tions, labors and resentments that she suffered 
during which her dear Son cried, during the 
time of the sorrowful passion on the tree of 
the cross and by all the holy, sacred things that 
are offered, as much in heaven as on earth, in 
the honor of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
and the most blessed Virgin Mary, his mother, 
and by all that has been celebrated in the Church 
in honor of God, finally by all the holy Masses 
and by the mysteries and signs of the Cross. 

WHAT THE MASTER MUST NOW DO 

IN THE CIRCLE OF PROTECTION 

(THE LICENSE TO DEPART) 
The conjurations having been said, if the re-

quested spirit appears, you must make him sign 

this Book with the promise to return every time 

you call him. Then, giving him some gift, you 

will send him away, saying: 

Depart in peace, without harm to anyone,  
and be always prepared, each day and each hour, 
for whenever I shall summon you. 
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Then, it is necessary to recite the Gospel of 

St. John, from the beginning. 

If the Spirits are rebellious and do not appear, 

it is necessary to perform the following exorcism. 

EXORCISM OF THE SPIRITS 

We, made in the image and likeness of God, 
endowed with the strength of God and made by 
His will, we exorcise you N. by the all-powerful, 
most strong and admirable name of God El and 
we command you by He who spoke and it 
was done, and by all the names of God, by the 
names Adonay, El, Elohim, Elohe, Zebaoth, 
Elion, Escherie, Iah, Tetragrammaton, Saday, 
Lord God Most High. We command you with 
all power to appear before us immediately out-
side this circle, in a fair form, that is to say hu-
man and without deformity or defect. Come, 
then, because we command you by the name Y 
and V that Adam heard and spoke, and by the 
name of God AGLA that Jacob heard the angel 
speak with whom he struggled and by which he 
was delivered from the hand of his brother Esau, 
and by the name Anephexeton that Aaron heard 
and which he spoke and was made wise, and by 
the name Zebaoth that Moses spoke and at 
which immediately all the rivers and swamps of 
Egypt were turned to blood, by the name Eser-
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chie Oreston that Moses spoke and which made 
all the rivers disgorge the frogs that invaded the 
houses of the Egyptians, destroying everything, 
and by the name Elion that Moses spoke and 
which made hail fall such as has never been seen 
since the beginning of the world, and by the 
name Adonay that Moses pronounced and which 
produced that enormous quantity of locusts that 
appeared in Egypt and which devoured that 
which the hail had not destroyed, and by the 
name Iehemes, Amathia that Joshua called that 
stopped the sun, and by the name Alpha and 
Omega that Daniel spoke by which he destroyed 
Bel and killed the Dragon, and by the name Em-
manuel that the three children, Sidrach, Misach 
and Abdenago sang in the fiery furnace and by 
which they were delivered, and by Agios and the 
throne of Adonay, and by Otheos Ischiros 
Athanatos Paracletus and by these three secret 
names: Agla, On, Tetragrammaton, I conjure 
you and call you to witness, and by all the 
names, and by all the other names of Our all 
powerful, true and living Lord God, you who 
by your sins have been cast out, thrown into the 
inferno, we exorcise you and strongly command 
you by He who spoke and all was created, to 
whom all creatures obey. And by the terrible 
judgments of God who is to be feared. And by 
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His sea which is an element on which no one 
can rely, transparent like glass, which is in the 
presence of the divine majesty ready to rise up 
according to the power that God will give it. 
And the four animals T who are on the steps of 
the throne of the divine majesty, who have eyes 
before and behind. And by the fire that encircles 
His throne. And by the Holy Angels of the places 
T. And by that which is called the Church of the 
Most Powerful God. 

We summon you, with all the power of our 
will, to appear to us before this circle and to  
obey all that pleases us, by the throne of Balba-
chia and by the name Primeumaton that Moses 
pronounced and which sent to the depths of the 
abyss Datan, Core and Abiron. And in virtue of 
the name Primeumaton all the heavenly army is 
compelled. We curse you, deprive you of all of-
fices and functions and all the pleasures that you 
may have. 

We relegate you to the eternal fire and in the 
pool of fire and sulphur, to the deepest abyss 
and to the last day of judgment, if you do not 
appear before us, on the field, before the Circle 
in order to do our will in every thing. 

Come by these names: Adonay, Zebaoth, 
Adonay, Amioram. Come, Adonay. Saday com-
mands you, he, the King of Kings, the most pow-
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erful, the most fearful, from which no creature 
may escape his forces and his strength. 

If you persist in your extreme obstinacy and 
if you do not appear on the field before the 
Circle, friendly and courteous, you will not be 
able to withstand the miserable and lamentable 
ruin and a fire that will never be extinguished. 

Come, now, in the name of Adonay, Zebaoth, 
Adonay, Amioram. Come, come by Adonay, Sa-
day, the King of Kings, Et Aty, Tilep, Azia, Hyn, 
Jen, Minosel, Achadan, Vay, Vaa, Eye, Haa, Eye, 
Exe a, El, El, El, a Hy, Hau, Hau, Hau, Va, Va, 
Va, Va. 

WHEN THE SPIRITS APPEAR 

One must have the Pentacle of Solomon, ready 

to show the Spirits as soon as they appear. 

Say the following words: 

Do not be in the least obstinate to my wishes. 
Be welcome, noble kings and generous princes, 
to provide as much as I have forced you by the 
virtue and strength of Him in the name of whom 
every knee bends, who reigns over every king-
dom, who does not allow any creature to resist 
his strength and virtue. 

I force you to remain fast and stable, and not 
to leave until you have accomplished my will in 
every respect. 
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I force you anew, by the virtue of He who set 
the limits of the sea that has never exceeded and 
which, subject to this law, has never dared to op-
pose the divine Will. This is the strength of the 
Most High God, King and Lord, who has cre-
ated all things. Amen, in the name of the Father +, 

and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit +. 
Return, now, to your domains and let there 

be peace between us. Such is my decision. 
Then show the Pentacle of Solomon, saying 

these words: 

Be ready to come and to appear every time I 
shall call you. 

THE PENTACLE OF SOLOMON 

This pentacle is made of virgin parchment. It 

is consecrated with the Host. It is the verdict 

and the condemnation of the Spirits. It serves 

when they are rebellious and do not wish to re-

veal the truth of any message. It serves, also, to 

send them back; one shows it while saying the 

words: Here is your judgment. 



THE EVOCATION OF THE  
SPIRITS OF THE SEVEN DAYS 

Fig. 2 
Circles and Conjurations for Each Day of the Week 

to Various Spirits 
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FOR MONDAY TO TRINITAS 

This experiment is performed at night on 

Monday from 11:00 p.m. to midnight and from 

3:00 to 4:00 a.m. 

The Circle is traced on the earth with char-

coal of blessed willow, or with coals, with the  

words that appear about it. It is necessary to 

have a mouse to give it [the spirit]. 

The operator must have a stole and holy wa-

ter.5 The conjuration is pronounced in an ener-

getic tone, as would a master address a servant, 

ready to utter every kind of menace. Before be-

ginning any conjuration, one must take great 

care in making the Circle and censing it. 

The preparations having been observed, the 

following conjuration is pronounced: 

I conjure you, Lucifer, by the living God +, by 
the true God +, by the Holy God +, by the God 
who spoke and everything was created. 

I conjure you by the ineffable names of God: 
Alpha and Omega, El, Eloy, Elion, Ya, Saday, 
Lux, Omogie Rex Salus o Adonay, Emmanuel, 
Messias. 

I adjure you, exorcise and conjure you by the 
names here declared, by the letters YVEL and by 
the names Geary, Iol, Iel, Agla, Eizazeris, Oris-

5 Once again, this is obviously directed towards a priest. 
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ton, Arphetice iphaton, Gesmon yegeron, Isilion, 
Agiron, Egia, Sperato, Smagon, Anol, Genaton, 
Sothee, Tetragrammaton, Puermaton, Tionem 
pengaron, Yraras, Yaras, Ton tolaton on chiros 
iron voy pheron, Simulaton penta rinum masone. 

And by the ineffable names of God Gabin, 
Gauldanum, in godon, o bei Englabas that you 
come or send to me N. . . . in fair human form, 
without harm or deformity, to reveal to me the 
precise truth concerning all that I shall ask you, 
without being able in any way of harming me 
either in body or soul. 

Fig. 3 

FOR TUESDAY TO NAMBROT 

This experiment takes place at night, between 

nine and ten o’clock. To be raised in honor and 
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dignity it is necessary to give the Spirit, once it 

appears, the first stone that you find. For other 

observations, one proceeds after the same fash-

ion as for Monday. 

Being prepared, say the following conjura-

tion: 

I conjure you Nambrot and command you by 
all the names by which you may be constrained 
and bound, and by the strength and virtue of the 
Pentacle of Solomon and by the Chaldaen and 
celestial conjurations of confusion and maledic-
tion. 

If you do not obey my command and refuse 
to accomplish my desires your pain and tor-
ment will be increased, day by day. 

Fig. 4 



115  PAPAL MAGIC 

FOR WEDNESDAY TO ASTAROT 

This experiment is to take place at night, from 

ten o’clock until eleven. To obtain the good 

graces of the kings, princes, and powers of the 

earth, it is necessary to give the Spirit a pile of 

gold. The Spirit will appear, then, in the appear-

ance of a King. 

The preparations being complete, say: 

I conjure you, wicked spirit Astarot, by the 
words and by the all-powerful God and by Je-
sus Christ of Nazareth to whom all elements  
submit, who was conceived of the Virgin Mary 
by the agency of the Archangel Gabriel. 

I exorcise you, anew, in the name of the Fa-
ther +, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit +, 
in the name of the glorious Trinity in honor of 
which all the archangels, thrones, dominions, 
powers, patriarchies, prophets, evangelists, sing 
without cease: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Hosts, who was, who is, and who is to come 
like a flame of burning fire; I conjure you, now, 
Astarot, that you obey my commands and not 
refuse to come. I command you by He who will 
come, aflame, to judge the living and the dead, 
to whom is the honor, praise and glory. Come, I 
say, give homage to the true God, to the living 
God and to all his creations. Do not fail to obey 
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me and render honor to the Holy Spirit, for it is 
in His name that I command you. 

Fig. 5 

FOR THURSDAY TO ACHAM 

This experiment is done at night as well, be-

tween three and four o’clock in the morning. 

The Spirit appears in the form of a King. It is 

necessary to give him a little bread if you wish 

him to speak. He makes man fortunate above 

all in the possession of treasures. 

One says this conjuration: 

I conjure you, Acham, by the image and 
likeness of Our Lord Jesus Christ who, by  
his death and passion, redeemed the human 
race. 
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I wish, by his providence, that you are here at 
once. 

I command you by the Kingdom of God + 
Agis + I adjure you and constrain you by his 
Name and by the name of Him who tread 
upon the viper and the basilisk, who crushed 
the lion and the dragon, I adjure you and con-
strain you that you obey me and execute all my 
commands. 

Fig. 6 

FOR FRIDAY TO BECHET 

This invocation is performed at night between 

eleven o’clock and midnight. One will hand over 

a walnut. 
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The preparations having been strenuously ob-

served, the following conjuration is pronounced: 

I conjure you Bechet and force you to come 
to me. I conjure you again by the most holy 
names of God: Eloy + Asinay + Eloy + Agla + 
Lamasabathani which are written in Hebrew, 
in Greek, in Latin, and by all the names stated 
in this book and by He who banished you from 
the heights of heaven. 

I conjure and command you, by the virtue of 
the holy Eucharist of Jesus Christ that redeemed 
men from their sins that, without delay, you 
come without any injury to my body or soul, 
without harm to my book nor to anything which 
I have here before you, and that you fulfill all 
my commandments. 

Fig. 7 
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FOR SATURDAY TO NEBIROTS 

This experiment is done at night between  

eleven o’clock and midnight. As soon as the Spirit 

appears, give him some grilled bread and ask of 

him what you will. 

This is the text of the conjuration to force him 

to obey you: 

I conjure you Nebirots, in the name of Satan 
and Beelzebub, in the name of Astarot and all the 
other Spirits, that you come before me. Come 
now, for I command you in the name of the most 
holy Trinity. I wish that you come without delay 
and without harm either to my body or to my 
soul, without damage to my books nor anything 
else I have with me. Again, I command you to 
appear without delay or to send me another spirit 
as powerful as you, who will accomplish equally 
all my commandments and who will submit to 
my will. He whom you will send, if you do not 
come yourself, must not leave without my per-
mission before having fulfilled all that I will ask 
of him. 
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Fig. 8 

FOR SUNDAY TO ACQUIOT 

This experiment is to take place at night, be-

tween midnight and one o’clock. Once it ap-

pears, it will ask for one of your horses. Give 

him, instead, a hair of a deceitful animal, like a 

fox. It will be obliged to accept it. This is to dis-

cover hidden treasures and for whatever else you 

will desire. 
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Fig. 9 

Conjuration to say: 

I conjure you, Acquiot, by all the names that, 
promptly, you will come here ready to listen to 
me or send another Spirit who will bring me a 
stone, thanks to which I will not be seen by any-
one while I carry it. I conjure you once more that 
you submit to all that I command you, without 
injury to my body or soul. 

Come now, and obey me, as soon as you know 
the conditions under which I will deal with you, 
or send me another Spirit to execute my will pre-
cisely, and above all to enable me to discover a 
treasure that I may afterwards enjoy peacefully. 

The following conjuration may be said any 

day, at any hour, day or night: 
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MOST POWERFUL CONJURATION 

TO DISCOVER HIDDEN TREASURE 

This conjuration enables one to discover trea-

sures that have been hidden either by men or by 

spirits. It enables one to find them and to carry 

them off. 

Here is the figure of the Circle that must be 

traced on the ground before the evocation. One 

stands in the center: 

Fig. 10 

This having been done precisely, pronounce  

the following conjuration: 

I conjure you, Demons, that reside in this 
place, or in whatever part of the world that you 
may be according to the power that was given to 
you by God, and the Holy Angels, in the princi-
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pality of the Abyss; I conjure all of you, both in 
general and in particular, by the power of God 
the Father +, by the wisdom of the Son +, by the 
virtue of the Holy Spirit +, and by the authority 
given to me by Our Lord Jesus Christ Crucified, 
son of the All-Powerful God, Creator of heaven 
and earth, Who created us, you and me, from 
nothing, as well as all creatures and Who, by His 
passion, saw to it that you no longer have the  
power to inhabit this place nor to keep the trea-
sures. 

I conjure, constrain, and command you, 
whether you will or no, without any trickery, to 
reveal to me where the treasures are that you have 
carried off and, by the same authority and by the 
merit of the most holy and blessed Virgin Mary 
and by that of all the Saints, I drive you out, ac-
cursed Spirits, and send you to the eternal fire 
prepared for you. If you are rebellious and disobe-
dient, I strongly order the Devils to torment you. 

Finally, by the holy names of God Hee + La-
hie + Loyon + Hela + Sebaoth + Cheboin + Lodi-
cha + Adonay + Jehova + Ysa + Tetragrammaton 
+ Saday + Messias + Agios + Ischiros + Otheos + 
Athanatos + Sother + Emmanuel + Agla + Jesus 
+ who is Alpha + and Omega +, the beginning 
and the end, that they shall subject you to ex-
treme torment and chain you to the darkest and 
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deepest place on earth where there is unbearable 
pain justly meted out to punish you for your 
disobedience to my wishes. Finally, I pray Mi-
chael the Angel to send you to the darkest infer-
nal abyss. 

In the name of the Father + and of the Son + 
and of the Holy Spirit +. Amen. 

Fig. 116 

Another conjuration: 

I conjure you all, demons, to depart from 
here by my word and by everything that I’ve  
said before and to refrain from causing me fear, 
dread, terror or shock, nor to attack any crea-
ture of God, present or residing here. 

I conjure you again to depart without consid-
ering the chains that hold you in that place and if 
any Spirits stop you the curse of God the Father 
+, the Son +, and the Holy Spirit +, and the indig-

6 There is no indication as to what these two seals refer. 
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nation of the most Holy Trinity, of all the angels 
of all the celestial court will fall and descend 
upon you who are rebellious against God. 

Now no Spirit is to be found here, by the Son 
of the All-Powerful God, the immeasurable Je-
sus Christ, Most High, who reigns forever and 
to the ages of ages, Amen. 

PREPARATION OF THE MASTER 

It is necessary that the Master, who has the 

intention to use the Book of Evocations, have the 

strong assurance of success, that he banishes 

from himself any disbelief, that he performs the 

conjurations with a resolution such that, what-

ever fearful thing happens, he will not be shocked 

in the least. 

He must also, above all, never leave the circle, 

whether the Spirits have appeared or not, with-

out having first given them license to depart, 

because to do so is dangerous. 

If he desires to be a wise magician, he will 

always stay on guard against the wiles of the 

Spirits. 

He must never make an illicit pact with them. 

Final recommendation: that he is always 

strongly in command, without fear or appre-

hension. 



COLLECTION OF THE  
RAREST SECRETS OF 
THE MAGICAL ART 

TO SEE SPIRITS, OF WHICH THE AIR IS FULL 

Take the brain of a cock, and some powder 

from the tomb of a man: specifically the dust 

that touches the coffin. Also have oil of almonds 

and virgin wax. 

Blend these together and wrap the mixture in 

virgin parchment on which you will write these 

two words: Gomert Kailoeth, with the follow-

ing characters: 

Fig. 12 



127  PAPAL MAGIC 

Burn everything. 

You will see wonderful things. 

Essential recommendation: this operation must 

not be done by the fearful. 

TO MAKE THREE WOMEN OR 

THREE MEN APPEAR 

To make them come to your chamber after  

supper. 

Preparation 
You must remain three days without indulg-

ing in the secret vice, and thus your spirit will be 

elevated. The fourth day, in the morning, as soon 

as you are dressed, you must scrupulously clean 

and prepare your chamber, fasting all the while. 

This must be done in such a way that it will not 

be disturbed the rest of the day, and you must be 

certain that there is nothing hanging or hooked-

up, such as tapestries, clothing, hats, bird cages, 

bed curtains, etc. Above all, put white bedsheets 

on your bed. 

Ceremony 
After supper, retire secretly to your chamber, 

which has been prepared as specified above. Light 

a good fire, lay a white cloth on the table, arrange 
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three chairs around it, and by each seat place a 

wheat roll and a glass full of clear and fresh water, 

then put a chair or an armchair next to the bed. 

This being observed, go to bed and speak the 

following words: 

Conjuration 
Besticitum consolatio veni ad me vertit Creon, 

Creon, Creon, cantor laudem omnipotentis et  
non commentur. Stat superior carta bient lau-
dem omviestra principiem da montem et inimi-
cos meos o prostantis vobis et mihi dantes quo 
passium fieri sin cisibilis. 

The three persons having arrived, they will 

seat themselves before the fire, drink, eat, and 

then thank him or her who received them: 

If it is a young lady who has performed the 

operation, there will come three gentlemen; if 

it is a man, there will appear three young la-

dies. These three persons, male or female, will 

cast lots among themselves to know which of 

them will remain with you. That whom the  

lots have chosen will sit in the chair that you 

have placed next to the bed and will hold con-

versation with you until midnight. At that 

hour, he or she will leave with his or her com-

panions, without need of being dismissed. The 

two other Spirits will remain beside the fire 
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during the time their companion entertains you. 

All the while the Spirit is with you, you will be 

able to ask it anything about art, or science, or 

whatever else you wish. It will immediately give 

you a precise response. You may also ask of it if 

it knows of any hidden treasure. It will tell you 

the place and the time convenient to its removal, 

and will arrive there with his or her companions 

to defend you against the attentions of those in-

fernal Spirits who may be in possession. Upon 

leaving you, it will give you a ring which, placed 

on your finger, will make you lucky at play. 

If the said ring is placed on the finger of a  

young woman or girl, they will be yours at once. 

Note: it is necessary to leave a window open, 

so that this person may enter. You may repeat 

the same operation as many times as you wish. 

TO MAKE A YOUNG GIRL SEEK YOU OUT, 
HOWEVER WISE SHE MAY BE 

This operation, of a marvelous power, sum-

mons superior intelligences. 

It is necessary to observe, from the first  

quarter to the waning of the moon, a very bril-

liant star between the hours of eleven o’clock 

and midnight. Before beginning the operation, 

take virgin parchment on which you will draw 

the following figure: 
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Fig. 13 

At the inner circle, where it is marked N.N., 

write the name of him or her you wish to make 

come. 

On the other side of the parchment, write 

these words: Machidael Barefchas. Then place 

the parchment on the ground, the names face-

down, your right foot on top and your left knee 

on the ground. Having in your right hand a can-

dle made of white wax that can last one hour, 

look at the very brilliant star and say the follow-

ing formula: 
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Conjuration 
I salute you, and conjure you, O beautiful 

Moon and beautiful star, as well as the shining 
light I have in my hand, by the breath that is in 
me, and by the earth that I touch. I conjure you, 
by all the names of the Spirit Princes who pre-
side over you, by the ineffable name On, that 
created everything, by his beautiful angel Ga-
briel with the prince Mercury, Michael and Me-
khidael. I conjure you again by all the names of 
God: that you will send to obsess, torment, and 
harass the body, spirit, soul and the five senses 
of N. whose name is written on the parchment 
so that she comes to me and carries out my will, 
that she has no friendship for anyone in the 
world, particularly for N. as long as she re-
mains indifferent to me. She shall not endure. 
She will be obsessed, she will suffer and be tor-
mented. Go, now, immediately Melchidael, Bare-
schas, Zazel, Tiriel, Malcha and all those who 
are under your command. I conjure you, by the 
great living God, to send her immediately to ac-
complish my will. Me, N., I promise to satisfy 
you. 

Having said this conjuration three times, place 

the candle on the parchment and let it burn down. 

The next day, take the parchment and put it in 

your left shoe. Leave it there until the person for 
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whom you performed the operation comes to find 

you. It is necessary, in the conjuration, to specify 

the day you wish her to come, and she will not 

fail to do so. 

TO WIN AT GAMES 

On the eve of St. Peter’s Day, before the sun 

rises, pick the herb called Morsus Diaboli.7 Place 

it on the altar stone for one day, then dry it, 

powder it, and carry it with you. 

Fig. 14 

Before you pick the herb, it is necessary to 

make, on parchment, the half-circle shown above, 

with the names Agla, Adonay, Jehova and all the 

crosses marked. 

7 Pulsatilla vulgaris, otherwise known as the pasque flower, a member 
of the buttercup family and purple in color. It is poisonous if eaten. 
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TO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE IN A FIREPLACE 

With a piece of coal, make on the fireplace the 

following characters and words and say three 

times the words: In Hoc Vincit Adonay. 

Fig. 15 

TO BECOME INVISIBLE 

One begins this operation on a Wednesday, 

before sunrise, being furnished with seven black 

beans and a skull; place one bean in the mouth, 

two others in the nose, two others in the eyes, 

and two more in the ears: one then makes, on 

the skull, the two small pentacles that follow: 

Fig. 16 
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Then, bury the skull facing the sky. During 

the nine following days, water the skull with 

an excellent brandy in the morning before sun-

rise. 

The eighth day, you will find there a Spirit 

who will ask you: What are you doing? You will 

answer him: I’m watering my plant. He will say 

to you: Give me the bottle, I will water it myself. 
You will answer him by saying you do not wish 

to. He will ask again; you will refuse him until, 

extending his hand, you will see hanging from 

his fingers a figure identical to the one you made 

on the head. You may now be assured that this 

is really the spirit of the head: because another 

would have taken you by surprise. In that case, 

you would have come to harm and your opera-

tion would be fruitless. 

When you have given your phial to the in-

voked Spirit, he will water [the head] himself and 

you may depart. 

The next day, which is the ninth day, you will 

return. You will find your beans ripe. Take 

them. Put one in your mouth, and then look at 

yourself in the mirror. If you do not see yourself, 

then all is well. Do the same with the rest. You 

may also test them in the mouth of a child. 

Those that do nothing must be buried with the 

skull. 
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TO OBTAIN GOLD AND SILVER,  
OR THE SECRET OF THE HAND OF GLORY 

Tear out a hair, with its root, from a mare in 

heat, the closest to its nature,8 saying, Dragne, 

Dragne, Dragne. Put the hair in a safe place; then 

go to buy, without haggling, a pot of new clay 

having a lid. Return home. Fill the pot with wa-

ter from a spring, two fingers below the top; put 

the hair in it, cover the pot, place it somewhere 

neither you nor anyone else can see it, otherwise 

there is danger. 

Nine days having been completed and at the 

same hour that you hid it, find the pot. You will 

see in its interior a small animal like a serpent. It 

will rise up. Say to it, at once, I accept the pact. 
This done, put it into a new box that you bought, 

without haggling, for the purpose. Put in it wheat 

bran, nothing else, every day. It is not necessary 

to give him anything else. When you wish to ob-

tain silver or gold, put one or the other in the 

box, as much as you would wish to have, and go 

to sleep in your bed, putting the box next to you. 

Sleep, if you wish, three or four hours. The time 

having passed, you will find double the quantity 

of silver or gold that you already had, but be sure 

to leave the original amount in the box. 

8 The assumption is that this phrase means “close to its private parts.” 
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Note this: the first figure, in the form of a ser-

pent, is only as strong as the charm; so, you 

should not put more than £100 at a time in the 

box. However, should your natal planet give you 

power over natural things, the serpent will pres-

ent itself with a face approaching that of a human 

being. In that case, you may put up to £1,000 in 

the box each day and you will receive double. 

Fig. 17 

To undo the operation, give it to whom you  

wish, providing that he will accept it, putting the 

creature in the box with a cross, and on a line 

drawn on virgin parchment. Or, again, in place of 

the quantity of wheat that you usually give it, give 

it instead some of the flour over which a priest has 
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said his first Mass and it will die. Above all, do 

not omit anything, for this affair is nothing to 

laugh at. 

TO MAKE A VOYAGE 

Leave your house, fasting; walk to your left  

until you encounter a merchant of ribbons; buy 

a white one; pay the sum that he asks, drop a 

penny in the shop, then return to your home by 

the same path. 

The next day, do the same, until you have 

found a seller of feathers. Buy one that has been 

cut for writing. As soon as you have returned 

home write, with your own blood on the rib-

bon, the characters of the first line of the design 

here below. You will now have the right garter. 

The inscriptions of the second line are for the 

left garter. 

Fig. 18 
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The third day, leave carrying your ribbon and 

your feather. Walk to the left, until you find a pas-

try shop or a baker; buy a cake or bread for two 

cents; proceed to the first cabaret you see, ask for 

a half-pint of wine, first making the same person 

rinse the glass three times, and break the cake or 

bread into three pieces; put the three pieces in the 

glass with the wine; remove the first piece and 

throw it under the table; without looking at it, say-

ing “Irly”; then, take the second piece and throw 

it, saying “Terly.” On the other side of the garter 

write the name of these two spirits with your 

blood; throw the third piece, saying “Erly”; throw 

away the feather, drink the wine without eating, 

pay and leave. Being outside the town, put on your 

garters; pay close attention and do not err: do not 

put on your left the garter that is for your right; 

stamp your foot three times on the ground, saying 

the names of the Spirits Irly, Terly, Erly, then 

“Balthazard, Melchior, Gaspard, let’s go.” Make 

your trip. 

The operation is finished. 

TO DEFEND YOURSELF AGAINST 

ALL SORTS OF WEAPONS 

Take holy water on Easter Day and some pure 

wheaten flour; make into a paste. Then, find 
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someone who has died a violent death, a hanged 

man or someone executed; approach as close as 

you can and, without speaking, touch it with 

your paste and it will defend you against all 

sorts of weapons. Return home, make small 

balls of the paste; wrap them in white paper on 

which you have written the following: 1.u,n., 
1..a.Fau, 1.Moot, et Dorhort. Amen. Swallow 

the balls. 

In making the balls, it is necessary to recite 

five Our Fathers and five Hail Marys. 

Note: the number of the balls is not deter-

mined. In addition, one may write the characters 

of the preceding secret on a piece of the virgin 

parchment, torn into as many pieces as there were 

balls. In the course of the conjuration, the patient 

must pronounce his baptismal name. 

TO SEE SOMEONE FAR AWAY 

Take paper, make a hole in it, look through it 

in the direction of the rising sun, saying: 

I conjure you, solar Spirit, on behalf of the 
great living God, that you will let me see N. [say 

the name of the person of whom you are think-

ing]; then, you will continue thus: Anima mea 
turbata est valde; sed tu Domine, usquequo. 

Repeat the formula three times. 
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TO FORCE A PERSON TO COME TO YOU 

To force someone to come to you, pronounce 

the following incantation: 

Firewood, burn the heart, the body, the soul, 
the blood, the spirit, the consciousness of N., 
by the fire, by the heavens, by the earth, by the 
rainbow, by Mars, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter,  
Feppe, Feppe, Feppe, Elera, and in the name 
of all the Devils. Firewood, possess, burn the 
heart, the body, the soul, the blood, the spirit, 
the consciousness of N., until he comes to ful-
fill my desires and my wishes. Go in thunder 
and in ashes, go in tempest, Santos, Quisor,  
Carracos, Arne, Tourne. That he may not sleep, 
nor rest, nor do anything, nor eat, nor cross a 
river, mount a horse, nor speak to any man, 
woman or child until he comes to fulfill my 
desires and my wishes. 

TO MAKE A GIRL DANCE IN THE NUDE 

On virgin parchment write, with the blood of 

a bat, the characters of the following figure, 

then place the pentacle on the altar stone over 

which a Mass will be said.9 

9 Yet another indication this is for a priest, or for someone on very good 
terms with one. 
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Fig. 19 

After which, when you wish to use it, place 

this occult design under the threshold of a door 

over which she must pass. As soon as she passes 

over it, you will see her enter in a fury, throw-

ing off her clothes and becoming completely 

nude. 

If you do not remove the design, she will 

dance unto death, making such grimaces and 

contortions that will arouse more pity than de-

sire. 



142 Simon 

TO DISCOVER AT NIGHT 

THAT WHICH YOU WISH TO KNOW, 
WHETHER OF THE PAST OR THE FUTURE 

You will use the following magical figure: 

Fig. 20 

The two N.N.’s that you see in the inner cir-

cle indicate the place where you inscribe your 

name. 

To have knowledge of that which you desire, 

write on virgin parchment the words inscribed 
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between the two circles, then say three times the 

following Oration: 

Glorious name of the living God before 
whom all times and all things are present, I who 
am your servant N. [say your name],  Eternal 
Father, pray you to send me the Angels whose 
names are written in the circle, that they may 
show me that which I am curious to know and 
learn, by Jesus Christ Our Lord. So be it. 

The Oration finished, go to bed and place the 

pentacle under your right ear. Then, during the 

night, you will obtain in a dream that which 

you desire. 

THE RITUAL OF THE NAIL 

Go to a cemetery, remove some nails from an 

old coffin, saying: Nail, I take you so that you 
will serve me to turn away from me all evil ac-
tions, and to do evil to all persons that I wish, in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

When you wish to use it, find, in the earth, a 

footprint and trace on it the following charac-

ters: 
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Fig. 21 

Fix the nail to the center of the inside triangle, 

saying the Pater Noster up to the phrase “In 

terra.” Hammer the nail with a rock, saying: 

Cause evil to N. until I remove you. Cover the 

spot with a little dust and remember it well, for 

one may not remove the evil that it causes except 

by removing the nail and saying: I remove you, 
so that the evil that you have caused to N. shall 
cease, in the name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Remove the nail and erase the characters, not 

with the same hand as you used to make them, 

but with the other hand, else there will be dan-

ger to the operator. 
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TO STOP SOMEONE FROM SLEEPING AT NIGHT 

This secret is designed to keep someone 

from sleeping at night and to make that person 

not rest at all until he speaks to you, even 

should he wish you a mortal evil and do it far 

from you. 

The night during which you desire to perform 

this secret, be the last to go to sleep in the house. 

Before going to bed, prepare a fire in the hearth 

and watch especially for a stick of burning 

wood. Setting it against the fireplace, put the 

palm of your left hand on a spot on the fireplace 

that is dark and smoky, holding it there, alter-

nately closed, then open, saying seven times the 

words: 

Cinque furono li appicati, linque furono, li 
tana liata vi scongiro per Beelzebut che linque 
vi fate ache date a tormentar il cuore et la vis-
cere [of N.] by my love. Amen 

After having said these words seven times, 

thrust the stick deeply into the embers, and 

knock three times with your palm against the 

blackness of the fireplace. Cover your fire with 

ashes and go to sleep. 

He or she, whom you have intended, will not 

be able to sleep. He or she will suffer until you 

have obtained satisfaction in your desires. 
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TO GIVE THE ILLUSION THAT ONE 

IS ACCOMPANIED BY MANY PERSONS 

Take a handful of fine sand and conjure it 

thus: 

Anachi Jehova, Hoelersa, Azarbel, rets caras 
sapor aye pora cacotamo lopidon ardagal mar-
gas poston eulia buget Kephar, solzeth Karne 
phaca ghedolos salesetata. 

This sand, thus conjured, place in a box of 

ivory, mixing it with the skin of a serpent re-

duced to powder. 

When you wish to realize the operation, take 

a pinch of powder and throw it into the air, 

again saying the conjuration. Then there will 

appear as many men as there are grains of sand. 

The operation must be made on the day and 

the hour when the Sun is in the sign of Virgo. 

SO AS NOT TO BE WOUNDED BY ANY WEAPON 

Say every morning: 

I arise, in the name of Jesus Christ who was 
crucified for me. Jesus, I pray bless me; Jesus, I 
pray lead me; Jesus, I pray keep me well; Jesus, 
I pray direct and lead me well to eternal life. In 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

It is necessary to say this formula three times 

upon going to sleep and three times on awaken-
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ing. On the blade of a sword one may write the 

words: Ibel, Ebel, Abel. 

FATHER GIRARD’S SECRET LOVE CHARM10 

Remain chaste for three days, before which 

swallow a nutmeg. The fourth day, fasting, say 

to God: le torum cultin, cultorum, bultin, bul-
totum. Come to me, my companion. 

It is necessary to swallow the nutmeg while 

saying: Come to me, etc. This done, when you 

go to the toilet you will not be obstructed by the 

nutmeg.11 This secret is good for your whole life 

without being obliged to repeat it. One must 

only say the three last words while breathing 

through the nose or while embracing any of those 

of whom you wish to be loved. 

TO MAKE A GUN MISFIRE 

Say the following words: 

Abla, Got, Bata, Bata, Bleu. 

TO CURE PLEURISY 

Write the following on a glass: 

Dis, Biz, On, Dabulh, Cherih. 

10 Unintentionally humorous? 

11 Obviously, this makes no sense. I assume the meaning is that one swal-
lows the nutmeg on the fourth day while pronouncing the incantation. 
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AGAINST ANY FEVER 

Three days in a row, swallow a piece of paper 

on which you have written: 

Agla, Garnaze, Eglatus, Egla. 

TO STOP A LOSS OF BLOOD 

With the blood, write the word INRI on a 

piece of paper and then apply it to the fore-

head. 

You may replace INRI with Consumma-
tum est. 

TO BE PROTECTED FROM A SWORD WOUND 

Say: 

Buoni jacum, I have done nothing to you. 

TO BE SHELTERED FROM EVERY BAD ACTION 

Recite five Our Fathers and five Ave Marias 

in honor of the five wounds of Our Lord. Then, 

say three times: 

I take refuge in the gown of Our Lady; I am 
covered in the wounds of my God, of the four 
crowns of heaven: St. John Evangelist, St. Luke, 
St. Matthew, and St. Mark, that they may guard 
me; that neither man nor woman, nor lead, nor 
iron, nor steel, may hurt me, wound me, nor 
break me. To God, peace. 
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When the above has been said, it is necessary 

to murmur the following words: Est principio, 
est in principio, est in verbum, Deum et tu 
phantu. One will be safe for twenty-four hours. 

TO EXTINGUISH AN INTERIOR FIRE 

Say the following words: 

Great burning fire, on behalf of the great Liv-
ing God, I conjure you to lose your heat, as did 
Judas when he betrayed Our Lord on Holy Fri-
day. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Repeat the formula three times, indicating, at 

the end of the phrase, your wish in giving a kick 

or a blow. 

TO HEAL A BURN 

One uses the following formula: 

Fire, lose your heat, like Judas lost his color, 
when he betrayed Our Lord in the Garden of  
Olives. 

Say this three times over the burn while blow-

ing over it each time. 

AGAINST HEADACHE 

Say: Millant, Vah, Vitalot. 
Then, three times: Pater. 
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TO CURE DYSENTERY 

I am in the Garden of Olives, I have met St. 
Elizabeth. She causes dysentery; the dysentery 
of N. [name the person intended] is stopped. 

Say three Our Fathers and three Hail Marys, 

in honor of God and of St. John, kneeling be-

fore the sick person, making him lie down on 

his right side. Repeat three times for the sick 

person and three times for yourself. The sick-

ness will be cured. 

TO PREVENT SOMEONE FROM EATING AT TABLE 

Under the table, plant a needle that has been 

used to enshroud a corpse and that entered into 

its flesh, then say: 

Coridal, Nardac, Degon. 

TO EXTINGUISH A FIRE 

Say three times the following words, making 

over it the sign of the cross as indicated: 

Anania + Anassia + Emisael + libera nos + 
Domine. 

TO PREVENT AN ACT OF LOVE 

For this practice, it is necessary to have a 

new penknife, then, on Saturday, with the 

point, write on the outside of the bedroom 

or wherever the persons sleep: Consummatum 
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est. This done, break the point of the penknife 

on the door frame. 

TO WIN AT GAMES 

Pick a clover of four or five leaves, making  

over it the sign of the cross, then say: 

Clover or Club, I pick you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
by the virginity of the Holy Virgin, by the vir-
ginity of St. John the Baptist, by the virginity of 
St. John the Evangelist, that you serve to help 
me in every sort of game. 

Say five Our Fathers and five Hail Marys, 

then continue: El, Agios, Ischyros, Athanatos. 

TO STOP A SERPENT 

Say to it, while throwing a bit of paper: 

Stop, beauty, here is a pawn. 

TO PREVENT A DOG FROM BITING AND BARKING 

Say three times, looking at the dog: 

Barbaric arch, the heart splits, the tail hangs, 
the key of St. Peter becomes your maw until 
tomorrow. 

TO CURE SCALP DISEASE 

Say: 

St. Peter on the bridge of God is seated; Our 
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Lady of Caly went there and said to him: Peter, 
what are you doing there? Lady, it is for the 
sickness of my head that I stay there. St. Peter, 
arise. To St. Ager you shall go. You will take the 
holy unguent of the mortal wounds of Our 
Lord; you will rub it on; you will say three 
times: Jesus Mary. 

Make three times the sign of the cross over 

the head of the sick person. 

TO WIN AT A GAME OF DICE 

Dice, I conjure you in the name of Assizer 
and of Rassize, that they come to sweep and  
clean up in the names of Assia and Longrio. 

TO STOP FROM CHOKING 

Blaise, martyr and servant of Jesus Christ, I 
command you that go up or go down. 

TO WALK WITHOUT TIRING 

Make three slips of paper carrying each one 

of the three names: 

Gaspard, Melchior, Balthazard. 

TO WIN AT ALL GAMES 

Write on virgin parchment the words and 

crosses that follow: 
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+ Ibel + Laber + Chabel + Habet + Rabel. 
Carry it with you. 

TO AVOID AN INTERROGATION 

Swallow a pit of paper on which, written in 

your own blood, is the following: 

Aglas, Aglanos, Algadenas, Imperiequeritis, 
tria pendent corpora ramis dis meus et gesias in 
medio et divina potestas dimeas clamator, sed 
jestas ad astra levatur. 

Or: 

Tel, Bel, Quel, Caro, Man, Aqua. 



MAGIC SECRETS AND  
COUNTER-CHARMS 

The secrets that follow are certainly infallible. 

Guidon, a practitioner in healing by occult 

means, uses them daily. He has effected, by their 

means, cures that have been proven beyond  

doubt. All the lands of Caux and Normandy are 

convinced: he performed his operations in pub-

lic as in private. Guided by a charitable zeal, he 

healed, with the same courage, the indigent as 

well as the wealthy. By this way, he acquired the 

esteem and the protection of respectable men. 

He works without cease to destroy magical op-

erations and regards with horror the authors of 

evil spells. 
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THE METHOD OF GUIDON, 
TO DESTROY A SPELL CAST ON A 

HUMAN OR AN ANIMAL 

The ancient rituals are a great resource for 

him. He omits neither conjurations, exorcisms, 

gospels, nor prayers. He omits only the places 

where the dead are spoken of and substitutes 

there the signs of the Cross. Holy Water is used, 

the best is baptismal water, with which he 

makes aspersions in the form of a cross over the 

demoniac, with a branch of blessed box-wood. 

He signs, as well, the forehead of the bewitched 

one with a thumb dipped in the same water. 

During the ceremony his head is bare, as are 

those of his assistants and the bewitched. When 

he works with animals made insensible by 

magic, instead of the holy water he uses salt pre-

pared in a way we will discuss. He continues his 

operation aided by the Orison of the Enchirid-
ion of Pope Leo; then he takes the salt in a bowl 

he has exorcised together with blood drawn  

from the bewitched animals. He mixes them 

together, saying: 

Beati tornitis omnes Joannes Baptizantes et 
agentes. 

Returning to his home, he begins a novena 

containing the recitation of the Orison that is 
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given in the Enchiridion of Pope Leo, during 

the following nine days of fasting. 

ANOTHER, TO DESTROY ALL SPELLS 

ATTACKING ANIMALS 

Take a glass in which you have placed some 

salt, more or less according to the number of 

bewitched animals. Speak over it the following: 

Herego gomet hune gueridans sesserant de-
liberant amei. 

Go around the animals three times, starting 

from the side of the sunrise, and continue fol-

lowing the course of that star. When you pass in 

front of the animals, throw on each one a pinch 

of the salt. At the same time, recite the same words: 

Herego, etc. 

GRAND EXORCISM TO DESTROY 

ALL EVIL CHARMS WHETHER OF 

HUMANS OR ANIMALS 

Say the following words: 

Demon, leave the body of N. [say the name], by 
the commandment of the God that I adore, and 
make place for the Holy Spirit. I trace the sign of 
the holy cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ on your 
forehead. In the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. I make the sign of the cross 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ on your chest. In the  
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name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, Eternal and All-Powerful God, Father of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, cast the eyes of your mercy 
on your servant N. that you have deigned to call to 
the side of faith, heal his heart of all kinds of ele-
ments and sicknesses, and break all its occult 
chains and ligatures. Open, Lord, the door of your 
glory by your bounty, finally having been marked 
with the seal of your Wisdom, he will be saved  
from the stench, the attacks, and the desires of the 
unclean spirit, and being filled with the sweet odor 
of your bounty and your grace he observes with 
joy your commandments in your Holy Church; 
and by advancing, day by day, towards perfection, 
he becomes worthy to have received the salutary 
remedy of his faults, by your Holy Baptism, by the 
merits of the same Jesus Christ Our Lord and 
God. Lord, we pray you to grant our prayers, to 
save and protect those whom you have redeemed 
with your charitable love at the price of your pre-
cious blood and by the virtue of your holy cross, 
that which has marked us. Jesus, protector of the 
poor afflicted, be propitious to the people you  
have saved, making us participants in the New  
Testament, so that its promise may be granted, to 
have received by your grace more than they could 
have hoped by you Jesus Christ Our Lord who is 
our refuge, who had made the heaven and the 
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earth. 
I exorcise you, creature, in the name of God, 

the All-Powerful Father, and by the love of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the virtue of the Holy 
Spirit; I exorcise you by the Great Living God, 
who is the true God that I adore, and by the God 
who created you, who has saved all the elect, 
who has commanded his servants to bless, for 
the benefit of those who believe in him, so that 
all become a salutary Sacrament to hunt the en-
emy. It is for this, Lord our God, that we pray 
you to sanctify this salt by your holy benedic-
tion, and make it a perfect remedy for those that 
receive it; that it rest in their entrails, so they may 
be incorruptible, in the name of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ who judges the living and the dead, and 
by the seal of the God of Abraham, of the God of 
Isaac, of the God of Jacob, of the God who ap-
peared to his servant Moses on Mount Sinai, of 
Israel and Egypt, giving them an Angel to pro-
tect and to lead them day and night. 

I pray you also, Lord, to send your holy An-
gel to protect your servant N. [say his name] 

and to lead him to life eternal, by virtue of your 
holy Baptism. 

I exorcise you, impure and rebellious Spirit, in 
the name of God the Father, of God the Son, of 
God the Holy Spirit. I command you to leave the 
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body of N., I adjure you to leave in the name of 
He who extended his hand to St. Peter when he 
was about to sink in the water. Obey, cursed de-
mon, your God and the sentence that has been 
pronounced against you, and give honor to the 
Holy Spirit and to Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father. Leave, ancient serpent, the body of N., 
because the great God commands you. Your 
pride is confounded and annihilated before the 
sign of the Holy Cross, that which we are signed 
by baptism and the grace of Jesus Christ. Think 
that the day of your punishment approaches and 
your extreme torments await; your judgment is 
irrevocable; the sentence condemns you and all 
your companions to eternal flames, for your re-
bellion against your Creator. This is why, cursed 
demon, I order you to leave, on behalf of the 
God that I adore; go by the Holy God, by the 
Living God, by He who spoke and all was done. 
Render honor to the Father, to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit and to the Most Holy and Most 
Singular Trinity. I command you, foul Spirit, to 
leave the body of this creature N., created by 
God, the same God is Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
That he deems today, by his infinite bounty, to 
call you to the grace of sharing in his Holy Sacra-
ments, that he instituted for the health of all the 
faithful, in the name of God, who judges the 
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whole world by fire. 
Here is the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ. + 

Leave, adverse opponents, before the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah, root of David. 

TO DESTROY ALL CHARMS AND TO MAKE COME 

TO YOU THE PERSON WHO CAUSED THE EVIL 

Take the heart of one of the animals dead 

from occult acts. Be sure that there is no sign of 

life. Place it on a proper plate, then procure nine 

hawthorn thorns and proceed as follows. 

Stick one of the thorns in the heart, saying: 

Adibaga, Sabaoth, Adonay, contra ratout pris-
ons prerunt fini unixio paracle gossum. 

Next, take two other thorns and stick them 

in the heart, saying: Qui fussum mediator agros 
gaviol valax. 

Take two others, and thrust them in, saying: 

Landa zazar valoi sator saluxio parade gossum. 
Thrust two more thorns, saying: Mortus cum 

fine sunt et pert flagellationom Domini noseri 
Jesu Christi. 

Finally, stick in the last two thorns with the 

following words: Avir sunt devant vous paracl-
etur strator verbonum offisum fidando. 

Then, say: 

I call those who had made the Missal Abel. 
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Undo the evil you made, and come to us, by sea 
or by land, everywhere, without delay and with-
out harm. 

Then, pierce the heart with a nail at the final 

words. 

Note that if hawthorn thorns cannot be pro-

cured, one may have recourse to nine nails. 

The heart having been pierced, as we have in-

dicated, put it in a small bag then hang it in a 

fireplace. The next day, remove the heart from 

the bag, put it on a plate, pull out the first thorn. 

Stick it in a different spot, saying the words that 

we designated above. Remove two others and,  

thrusting them again, say the appropriate words. 

Finally, pull out the others in the same order and 

reinsert them, as we have said, taking care that 

none of them are put into the same hole. 

Renew this operation during the nine days that 

follow. Always, if you do not wish to release the 

malefactor, you must do your novena on the same 

day, and in the order prescribed in the last opera-

tion you must insert the thorns. A nail is thrust 

into the heart on speaking the words designated 

to that effect. Then light a large fire. Put the 

heart on a grill to roast it over the burning ember. 

The malefactor will come to ask for mercy, or, if 

it is beyond his power to come in the short time 
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you have given him, you will cause him to die. 

SECRET FOR DESTROYING THE SPELL 

CAST ON ANIMALS, PARTICULARLY 

HORSES AND SHEEP 

Put salt on a plate; then, having your back 

turned to the rising sun, the animals being be-

fore you, say, on your knees, bare-headed, that 

which follows if you are treating horses: 

Salt that was made and formed in the castle 
of the beautiful Saint, beautiful Elizabeth, in 
the name Disolet, Soffee carrying salt, salt from 
salt, I conjure you in the name of Gloria, of 
Doriante and of Galianne her sister. Salt I con-
jure you that you help me to have my living  
horses; that here present before God and before 
me, healthy, clean, drinking well, eating well, 
large and fat; that they will bend to my will. 
Salt, I conjure you by the strength of glory, and 
by the virtue of glory, and in my every inten-
tion, always of glory. 

This pronounced at facing the East, the angle 

of the rising sun; go the next quarter, following 

the source of that Star, and repeat the above. Do 

the same at the two other quarters. Having re-

turned at the start [at the East], speak again the 

same words. During the entire ceremony, take 

care that the animals are always in front of you, 
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because those that cross the place where you are 

working will become as crazed beasts. 

Execute, then, three circumambulations around 

your horses, throwing salt on the animals while 

saying: 

Salt, I throw you with the hand that God has 
given me; Hook, I call you, I await you. 

In the remaining salt, bleed the animal on 

which you ride, saying: 

Cavaline beast, I bleed you with the hand 
that God has given me; Hook, I call you, I 
await you. 

Bleed the animal with a piece of hard wood, 

such as boxwood or pear. Take the blood from 

whichever part you wish. When taking the blood, 

take care that the animal has its backside behind 

you. If it is a small animal, like a sheep, hold its 

head in your legs. After having bled the animal  

with a knife, cut a small piece from the hoof on 

its right side. Divide this into two pieces and make 

them into a cross. Put this small cross in a piece of 

new linen, then cover it with salt. Then take some 

of the wool, if you are treating sheep (otherwise 

take horsehair) and make again a small cross, 

putting it in your linen with salt. Put this cross of 

wool or horsehair on a second bed of salt. Make 

another small cross, this time with virgin paschal 

wax or a blessed candle, then put the rest of your 
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salt on top. Tie it all up in a ball, with string. Rub 

the animals with this ball upon leaving the stable 

or the sheep pen, saying the words already given 

for throwing the salt. Continue to rub one, two, 

three, seven, nine, or eleven days following. This 

depends on the vigor of the animals. 

Note that you must never throw the salt until 

the last word of the formula. When you are 

working with horses, speak lively. If sheep are 

being treated, the longer you will take to speak 

the words, the better it will be. 

All protective operations begin on the Tuesday 

or Friday of the first quarter of the Moon. In an 

urgent case, do not observe these stipulations. It 

is necessary to pay attention to the balls, that 

they do not attract humidity, because in that case 

the animals will perish. One ordinarily carries 

them in the pocket; but rather than ask you to go 

to this useless trouble, do the same as the expert 

practitioners and keep them in a dry place in your 

home and do not worry. We have said above to 

only cut from the hoof on the right side to make 

the ball. Some take from the four paws and con-

sequently make of them two small crosses be-

cause they have four pieces. This is superfluous  

and does not accomplish anything. One may, if 

convenient, perform all the ceremonies of the four 
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corners from one corner directed towards the ris-

ing sun; the spell will be destroyed just the same. 

OTHER VERY EFFECTIVE COUNTER-SPELLS 

Realize that a bad shepherd, one that has 

been replaced, may well cause afflictions and 

may make the herd perish. 

First, by the means of a ball that he cuts in 

pieces and scatters, either on a table or elsewhere, 

during a novena on the rosary, after which he 

hides the ball, then cuts the whole and dis-

perses it, whether by means of a mole or a weasel, 

whether by a broken pot or cruet; or, finally, by 

the means of a frog, or the tail of a cod that they 

bury in an anthill, saying: Curse, Perdition. They 

leave it there for nine days, after which they dig it 

up and say the same words, grind it into powder, 

then sprinkle it over the ground where the herd 

must pass. They also use, again, three pebbles  

taken from different cemeteries, and by the means 

of certain words that we will not reveal, they pro-

duce a loosening of the bowels, causing mange 

and the death of any of the animals they wish. 

We give below the manner of destroying these 

enchantments and all spells. 

ANOTHER SECRET TO COMBAT SPELLS 
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Astarin, Astarot, who is Bahol, I consign to 
you my herd. For your wage, I will give you a 
white beast or a black one, that which pleases 
me. I conjure you, Satarin, that you guard them 
for me from everything in these fields, saying 
Hurlupapin. 

Then proceed according to what we have said 

before concerning the Secret of destroying en-

chantments cast against animals, and cast your 

salt in pronouncing the following: 

Gupin struck and the great fell; it is Cain 
who does that to you. 

You will crumble them into pieces saying these 

words. 

AGAINST SPELLS, 
ANOTHER VERY EFFECTIVE SECRET 

Beasts of wool, I take you under my protec-
tion, in the name of God and the Most Sacred 
Virgin Mary. I pray God that the blood that I 
am going to take will be profitable to my will. 
All-Powerful God, I conjure you that you may 
destroy all spells and enchantments that may 
be passing through the body of my living herd 
of woolly beasts here present before God and 
before me, beasts that are in my charge and 
my protection. In the name of the Father, of 
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the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, of St. John the 
Baptist and of My Lord Abraham. 

See above what we have said concerning the 

Secret to destroy spells cast on animals, and  

proceed as before saying, when you cast the 

salt: 

Passe flori, Jesus is reborn. 

PROTECTION AGAINST MANGE, SCABS, ROT, 
AND OTHER MALADIES 

It was on a Monday morning that the Savior 
of the World passed, the Holy Virgin after Him, 
My Lord St. John his shepherd, his friend, who 
looked after his holy flock that was afflicted 
by an extreme case of malignant mange, due to 
three shepherds who had worshipped my Savior 
Redeemer Jesus Christ in Bethlehem, and who 
had adored the voice of the Infant. 

Say five Our Fathers and five Hail Marys. 

My flock will be healthy and fine, under 
my protection. I pray My Lady St. Genevieve 
that she is my support in this case of mange. 
Mange banished by God, abjured by Jesus 
Christ, I command you, in the name of the 
great Living God, that you depart from here 
and that you are dissolved and confounded 
before God and before me, as the dew melts 
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in the sun. Most glorious Virgin Mary and  
Holy Spirit, mange, depart from here for God 
commands you, as does Joseph of Arimathea 
who brought the precious body of my Savior 
and Redeemer Jesus Christ, on Holy Friday, 
from the tree of the Cross. On behalf of the  
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, worthy 
flock of beasts of wool, come near to God  
and to me. Here is the divine offering of salt 
that I present you today, because, without 
salt, nothing has been done, and with salt, all 
has been done, as I believe, on behalf of the 
Father, etc. 

O salt! On behalf of the great Living God, I 
conjure you, that you serve my intentions, that 
you keep me and protect my flock from every 
illness: scabs, mange, itch, heaves, wool balls, 
and bad water. I command you, as Jesus Christ 
my Savior commanded in the ship to his disci-
ples when they said to him: Lord, awaken, for 
the sea frightens us. At that time, the Lord 
awoke and commanded the sea to be still. Then, 
the sea calmed. You are commanded in the name 
of the Father, etc. 

Before using this protection, say over the salt: 

Panem coelestem accipait sit nomen Domine 
invocabis. Then refer to the Secret for destroy-
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ing spells cast against animals and cast the salt, 

pronouncing the following: Eum ter ergo do-
centes omnes gentes baptisantes eos. In nomine 
Patris, etc. 

ANOTHER SECRET OF HEALING 

Say: 

When Our Lord rose to heaven, his sacred 
power on earth left behind Pasle, Colet, and  
Herve. All that God said was well said. Red, 
white, or black beasts, of whatever color you 
are, and of whatever illness, mange, or scabs, 
you suffer, it shall be buried nine feet below the 
earth, it will go and die, as St. John in his skin 
and born on his camel, as Joseph, Nicodemus of 
Arimathea, lowered the body of my sweet Sav-
ior Redeemer Jesus Christ from the tree of the 
cross, on Holy Friday. 

Use the following words, for the aspersion 

with salt and the crumbs, and have recourse to 

that which we have said concerning the Secret 

of destroying spells cast against animals: 

Salt, I cast you with the hand that God gave 
me. Volo et vono Baptista Sancta Agala tum est. 

SECRET FOR PREVENTING WOLVES FROM 

ENTERING THE SHEEP’S TERRAIN 
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Stand facing the rising sun and say the fol-

lowing five times. If you wish only to say it  

once, then it must be done on five succeeding  

days. 

Come, beast of wool, it is the Lamb of Hu-
mility, I protect you, Ave Maria. It is the Lamb 
of the Redeemer who fasted forty days without 
ceasing, without having taken sustenance from 
the enemy, though he was sorely tempted. Go 
right, gray beast, gribedyr.12 Go far from here to 
seek your prey. Wolf, she-wolf, wolf-cub, you 
are unable to come near this animal. In the  
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, and of the blessing of St. Cerf. 
Thus, you retreat, O Satana. 

This is to be said in the quarter facing the rising 

sun, as we have indicated, and then to be contin-

ued in the three other quarters; and, returning to 

the starting point, to be repeated once more. See 

the Secret for destroying spells cast against ani-

mals, then cast salt while pronouncing the follow-

ing words: 

Vanus vanes Christus vaincus, attack, St. Syl-

vain, in the name of Jesus. 

12 Gribedyr: in the original French, bete agripeuse or “grabbing ani-
mal”; a figure from Celtic folklore. 
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PROTECTION OF HORSES AGAINST SPELLS 

Salt, which was formed in the foam of the sea, 
I conjure you that you do my prosperity and the 
profit of my master; I conjure you in the name of 
Crouay; Don, I conjure you in the name of Crouay; 
Satan, I conjure you in the name of Crouay; Leot, 
I conjure you in the name of Crouay; Valiot, I con-
jure you in the name of Crouay; Rou and Rou-
vayet, come here, I take you for my servants. 

Cast the salt, saying, Fisti Christi Belial. 
Keep saying Rouvayet: I have found it to 

be good, because this protection is strong, and 

sometimes painful. Refer to what we have said 

earlier concerning the Secret of destroying spells. 

PROTECTION OF A FLOCK 

All ravishing beasts, who wish to attack this 
living flock of beasts of wool, that are tied to-
gether by order of the hoc est enim Corpus meum. 
Beasts of wool, come to me, here is an offering 
of salt that I present you, and that I will give 
you, in the name of God and the Virgin, and my 
Lord St. John: beasts of wool, come to me, and 
come around me; here is an offering of salt blessed 
by God, that I give, deliver and cast upon you in 
the name of God, of the Virgin, and of my Lord 
St. John: beasts of wool, come to me, here is an 
offering of salt blessed by God, that I present 
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you, and will deliver and cast upon you. Living 
flock of beasts of wool, that are present before 
God and before me, in the name of God and of 
the Virgin, and of my Lord St. John, that this 
salt will keep them healthy and clean, drinking 
well, eating well, large and fat, closed and shut 
around me, like the Lamb of my Lord St. John, 
and in his honor; I believe that this salt will keep 
them healthy and clean, drinking and eating 
well, large and fat, as the Lamb of My Lord St. 
John; I believe that this salt will keep them clear 
and groomed to please everyone, in the name of 
God and of the Virgin and of my Lord St. John; 
I believe that this salt will preserve them from 
wolves and wolverines, and from all ravishing 
beasts that walk by day and by night. Salt blessed 
by God, I conjure you that you do my will; be-
cause I believe in this, in the name of God, of 
the Virgin, and of My Lord St. John. O great 
God! I believe that this salt will keep them from 
distemper, mange, pox, and whatever evil that 
may come to this living flock of beasts of wool. 
Salt blessed by God, I believe that you will ac-
complish this in the name of God and of the 
Virgin, and of My Lord St. John. Amen. 

It is necessary that a Mass of the Holy Spirit 

had been said over the salt; it must begin with the 

Confiteor and continue to the end. You may say 
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it yourself. For the rest, you will proceed as we 

have spoken concerning the Secret of destroying 

spells cast upon animals, and for the casting of 

the salt, you will use the following words: 

Vanus Jesus Christus et memores, attack St. 

Sylvain in the name of Jesus. 

ANOTHER PROTECTION FOR SHEEP 

Salt, that was created by God and blessed by 
his most-worthy hand, I conjure you, by the great 
living God, and by My Lord St. Requier, who is 
the adversary of all devils, I conjure you that you 
will break and corrupt all words that have been 
said, read, and performed before the body of this 
living flock of beasts of wool, that are here pres-
ent before God and before me. Salt that was cre-
ated by God and blessed by his worthy hand, I 
conjure, present and apply you to the body of this 
living flock, here present before God and before 
me: it is my intention and my desire, that you will 
keep them healthy and clean, large, fat and round; 
that they will be firmly united around me like the 
belt of the most sacred Virgin Mary; when she  
carried the body of my sweet Savior Redeemer 
Jesus Christ. Casta sacravera viva corpus Domini 

nostri Jesu Christi qui tima menta Deus; in no-

mine Patri, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti. Amen. 

For the application, have recourse to what we 



174 Simon 

have said before concerning the Secret, and use 

the following words during the casting of the 

salt: Passe Flori Jesus is resurrected. 
That which we have given concerning protec-

tive spells should suffice to satisfy both the shep-

herd and the stableman, for the spell of one may 

be used by the other, changing only the name of 

the living flock of beasts of wool to that of beasts 

cavalier.13 In any case, it is good to remark that a 

charm that is strong and distasteful better suits 

the horses, and the one that is sweet and holy 

better suits the sheep. And in order that the 

ploughman obtains some special fruit from our 

discoveries, we are going to follow with a spell 

especially for him. It is an infinite resource for  

those who are near warrens or other places where 

there are rabbits. These animals will not be able 

to eat the grain, observing that which we will 

teach. On the contrary, as they come near the  

grains that one wishes to protect, they instead  

will destroy all the weeds. 

PROTECTION AGAINST RABBITS 

Take some salt in a dish or a plate: the quan-

tity is not fixed but depends on the area you 

wish to protect. In addition, have some rabbit 

13 I.e., horses, donkeys, mules, etc. 
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dung and five pieces of tile collected along the 

way of a procession or from a cemetery; then, 

being at the place where you wish to make this 

experiment, begin facing the rising sun, head 

bare, and on your knees; then say what fol-

lows, and make the sign of the cross over the 

salt: 

+ dant + dant + dant + sant + Heliot, and Val-
iot; Rouvayet, come here, you are my servant, 
to protect this place from these accursed rabbits 
who pass back and forth over this [name the 

crop] that is here before God and before me, 
without harm or injury; that they will be re-
strained in the name of Reveillot; for I com-
mand and conjure you, on behalf of the great 
living God, to obey, you and your companions, 
all that I shall demand; that is to protect for 
three months and three moons this crop [name] 

which is here before God and before me, as so 
I believe by the faith that I have in you. So I 
believe that you will do so; so I believe by the 
power of this salt blessed by God, and of the 
tiles and dung of the said evil beasts, rabbits; so 
I believe by all the forces and strengths that you 
may have over them; thus, I believe. 

Make a hole in the ground, place there a piece 

of dung saying: Rou and Rouvayet, come here, 
you are my servants. 
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Place on the dung a pinch of salt, saying: salt, 
I place you with the hand that God has given 
me; Rou and Rouvayet, come here, you are my 
servants. 

Then place a piece of the broken tile, saying: 

tile, I place you with the hand that God has 
given me. 

Knock with your left heel on the tile, turning 

to the right, while saying: Rou and Rouvayet, 
come here, you are my servants. 

Do the same in the three other corners of the 

area, then go to the center and do the same, 

and then return to the first corner and begin 

casting salt. To start, say: Salt, I cast you with 
the hand that God has given me, the Virgin’s 
anchor. 

Continue casting salt around the area of the 

crops, saying only: After the first anchor of the 
Virgin. Returning to the place where you began, 

take the rest of your salt and cast it all at once, 

saying: Rou and Rouvayet, come here, you are 
my servants. 

If the terrain is divided into different parcels 

or different crops, it is necessary to perform the 

same ceremony over each section; in the place of 

the three months and three moons, you may 

specify what period you wish. 

We intend to give charms of a type different 
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from the Translation of Francis of Agrippa and 

the Keys of Solomon. To these works, we attach 

secrets from our own experience. 

TO CALM AN ANIMAL 

Take two small lengths of straw; in the one, 

make a knot in the middle; place the other in a 

cross over this knot, then pronounce the follow-

ing over it: 

Anchor of God, Anchor of the Virgin, Anchor 
of the devil: Satan, go forth to all the devils. 

Throw the cross over the snout of the animal, 

saying the same words, kneeling on the ground. 

By this means one may carry the animal on the 

shoulders, or otherwise, whatever way it may  

be, without risking being bitten. 

TO ESCAPE ANY ATTACK, 
NO MATTER HOW VIOLENT 

Write on a piece of paper: 

Valanda jacem rafit massif excorbis anter 
valganda zazar, brother give me your hand; 
Bourbelet, Barlet, Amer surround me, as Judas 
betrayed our Lord. 

Carry the paper around your neck, and when 

in danger say the same words. It is by these 

means that Guidon, attacked by two knights in 

an inn at Fauville, was saved from more than 
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five hundred saber cuts; he returned, after this 

assault, peacefully to his home. 

TO DISCOVER TREASURE 

Being in the place where one supposes there 

is treasure, say, striking the ground three times 

with your left heel and turning to the right: 

Sadies satani agir fons toribus; come to me, 
Seradon, who will be called Sarietur. 

Do this three more times. If there is a treasure 

in that place, you will know it, for you will hear 

something spoken in your ear. 

TO STOP HORSES, CARRIAGE AND TO 

MISLEAD SOMEONE 

Horse white or black, or whatever color you 
may be, it is I who commands you; I conjure you 
that you will no longer pull with your hooves, just 
as Beelzebub may not break his chains. Brute 
beast, you will return in arrogance and curses. 

It is necessary, for this operation, to have a  

nail forged during Midnight Mass, which you 

will drive in at the harness. 

Repeat the above words during nine succeed-

ing days but without performing any Christian 

work during that time. 
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AGAINST SPELLS 

Hostia sacra vera corrum, in deposing the 
great demon of hell, all words, enchantments 
and characters that have been said, read, and 
performed on the body of my living horses, they 
are now broken and shattered before me. 

SO THAT THE LAMBS BECOME FAIR AND STRONG 

Take the firstborn; failing that, the first to 

come. Raise it from the ground, its snout before 

you. Then say: 

Ecce lignum crucem in quo salu mundi cru-
cem. 

Lower it to the ground, raise it again, and say 

as before. Do the same three times. 

PROTECTION AGAINST FIREARMS 

Star which guides the weapon today, whose 
arc I bewitch, I say to you, that you obey me: in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
Satanatis. 

Make the sign of the Cross. 

AGAINST CANKER, FEVERS 

Take the first sheep that has been attacked by 

the sickness. Turning to the east, open its jaws 

and speak into it the words that follow: 

Brac +, Cabrac +, Carabra +, Cadebrac +, Cab-
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racam +, I heal you. 
Blow into the jaws of the sheep each time, and 

cast it among the others, they will all be healed. It 

is necessary to make the sign of the cross as marked 

above. These same words, written on paper, car-

ried around the neck for nine days, reduce fevers. 

AGAINST THE VIVES AND GRIPES IN HORSES 

Horse [name its color], belonging to N., if you 
have the vives, of whatever color you are, and 
gripe, or the thirty-six varieties of other sick-
nesses, God and blessed St. Eloy heal you; in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Then say five Our Fathers and five Hail Marys, 

etc., while kneeling. 

TO HEAL SPRAINS 

Atay de satay suratay avalde, walk. 
It is necessary to repeat three times, striking 

the shoe of the horse. If this is the near side, knock 

the left hoof. This works also for humans. 

TO PREVENT A FLOCK FROM TOUCHING A CROP 

Take a piece of silver, hang it from the neck of 

one of the sheep, saying nine times: 

Satan Satourne, parlant de Cricacoeur da 
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voluptere Seigneur de Nazariau; I command 
you, and humbly conjure you, that you come 
to keep and pass my living flock of beasts the 
evening, the day, and the morning, saying hur-
lupupin. 

We wish to say nothing more concerning these 

infelicitous words. 

AGAINST THE HEAVES 

Open the mouth of the horse, blow three times 

into it, saying: 

In tes dalame bouis, vins Divernas sathan. 

AGAINST MANGE 

Take first quality wheat, with oil, a pinch of 

salt, and blood from three animals; pound it all 

together and make a small cake; wrap it in pa-

per, and cook it in hot coals, and sprinkle it over 

the animals, saying: 

Lupin ferant a filli le grand, car il m’a fait cha. 

AGAINST HEMORRHOIDS 

With the middle finger of your left hand, take 

saliva from your mouth and touch the hemor-

rhoids, saying: 

Pins, go away, God curses you; in the name of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

AGAINST EPILEPSY OR FALLING SICKNESS 
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Say into the right ear of he who has fallen in 

sickness: Oremus praeceptis salutaribus moniti. 
Add the Lord’s Prayer. Before these prayers 

are finished, the illness will be relieved. 

ENCHANTMENT TO STOP BLOOD 

Repeat three times: 

Sanguis mane in te sicut fecit Christus in  
sanguis mane in tua vena sicut Christus in sua 
poenet sanguis mane fixus sicut quando fuit cru-
cifixus. 

COUNTER-CHARM 

Ecce Crucem Domini, fugite partes adversae, 
vicit leo de tribu Juda, radix David. 

AGAINST FIRE 

In te, Domine, speravi, non consundar in 
aeternum. 

AGAINST FEVERS 

God came to the world to deliver us from our 
sins; he fasted thirty-three years and three days; 
he was sold to the Jews for thirty pieces of silver, 
Fever third, Fever fourth, Fever of whatever type 
you may be, you are not able to rest in my body; 
in the name of Jesus, who was nailed to the tree 
of the Cross, where he spilled his holy blood for 



Appendix: The Tables of the Planetary 

Hours According to Agrippa 

our sins; Holy Mary, pray for me; St. Michael, 
protect me; Jesus, Maria, St. Joseph, help me; 
Mary St. Catherine, protect me. 

Here must be placed the name of the fever  

victim, who must wear on his neck the above 

words, saying each day at dawn five Paters and 

Aves before an image of the Virgin. 
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